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TO  THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  THE  ALDERMEN 
AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BATH 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  a year  in  which  Bath’s  health  experience  continued  to  be  reasonably  good,  one 
of  the  most  notable  features  was  the  completion,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  of  the 
attachment  of  both  Home  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  to  family  doctor  practices.  The 
speed  and  ease  with  which  this  was  accomplished  constitute  a considerable  tribute  to 
Miss  Norman’s  and  Miss  Jones’  organisation ; to  the  high  degree  of  co-operation  received 
from  General  Practitioners;  and  the  good  relations  between  these  two  branches  of  the 
Health  Service.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  operation  was  completed  has  been  com- 
mented on,  in  terms  of  surprised  appreciation,  by  Department  of  Health  expert  opinion. 

As  a further  advance  in  safeguarding  children’s  health,  immunisation  of  girls 
between  11-14  against  German  Measles  was  introduced,  to  prevent  the  tragic  con- 
sequences of  natural  infection  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy;  the  response  from 
parents  was  gratifyingly  high.  Bath’s  level  of  protection  against  other  infectious 
diseases,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis,  continued  to  be 
rather  better  than  the  national  average,  except  in  the  case  of  Smallpox  vaccination, 
which  has  since  been  discontinued  as  a routine  procedure  in  infancy.  In  terms  of  social 
and  psychological  health  there  was  a further  welcome  extension  of  the  vigorous  Playgroup 
movement  for  pre-school  children ; at  the  end  of  the  year  some  28  groups  were  catering 
for  over  1,000  children. 

Demands  on  the  Ambulance  Service,  in  its  first  year  as  an  independent  entity, 
continued  to  grow.  A considerable  improvement  in  efficiency  and  in  morale  resulted 
from  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Management  Services  Unit  after  an  intensive 
study  of  the  Service’s  operations.  The  increasing  number  of  out-patients  and  in-patients 
dealt  with  by  the  local  hospitals,  and  new  services  envisaged  by  them,  will  inevitably 
demand  further  expansion  in  terms  of  personnel  and  vehicles.  The  close  collaboration 
of  Dr.  R.  Snook  as  Honorary  Adviser,  Lecturer,  and  in  relation  to  his  Research  Project 
for  Bristol  University,  gave  a much  valued  further  boost  to  the  interest  and  satisfaction 
of  the  ambulancemen. 

There  were  less  satisfactory  features  of  the  year’s  experience.  The  ominous  decline 
in  Home  Help  continued,  in  spite  of  strenuous  recruiting  efforts,  in  which  the  Chairman 
played  a prominent  part,  to  increase  the  attractiveness  and  awareness  of  this  service. 
The  number  of  women  in  the  higher  risk  categories  attending  our  Cervical  Smear  clinics 
continued  to  be  disappointingly  low,  and  this  was  only  partly  offset  by  the  increasing 
number  of  tests  carried  out  by  family  doctors.  The  decline  in  domiciliary  midwifery 
continued,  and  it  is  clear  that  home  deliveries,  paradoxically  so  keenly  desired  by  a small 
suitable  proportion  of  expectant  mothers,  can  only  continue  by  increasingly  close 
collaboration  with  the  Hospital  midwifery  service. 

I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  in  particular  of  the  Health 
Committee,  with  their  co-opted  colleagues,  for  their  support  and  encouragement;  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  wholehearted  and  unstinted  efforts; 
the  Chief  Officers  and  staff  of  other  Departments  for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation; 
and  the  general  practitioners,  hospital  staffs,  voluntary  bodies,  and  the  Press,  on  all  of 
whose  collaboration  the  Public  Health  Department  relies  so  heavily  for  its  effective 
functioning. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  M.  ROSS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer 
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SECTION  A. 


Vital  Statistics: 

The  infant  death  rate  was  20  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  18 
nationally,  and  the  Perinatal  Mortality  (stillbirths  plus  deaths  in  first 
week),  was  29,  as  against  23,  per  1,000.  The  general  death  rate,  at  10-7  per 
1,000,  continued  to  compare  favourably  with  the  national  average  of  1 1 - 7. 
(See  page  21.) 


SECTION  B. 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES— NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

ACT  1946 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Expectant  Mothers — Ante-Natal  Care: 

In  1970  93-6  per  cent  of  confinements  took  place  in  hospital.  Only  the 
ready  co-operation  of  the  Royal  United  Hospital  and  General  Practitioners 
in  allowing  domiciliary  midwives  to  accompany  their  patients  into  the  G.P. 
Maternity  Unit  made  the  domiciliary  service  viable.  Dr.  Blake,  of  this 
Department,  conducts  one  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital. 
Some  54  places  per  month  are  available  to  General  Practitioners  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital.  These  arrangements,  and  the  low  proportion  of 
domiciliary  births,  account  for  the  relatively  small  attendance  at  the  Local 
Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Rivers  Street  which  was  discontinued  from 
1st  October.  By  arrangement  with  the  hospital  departments  concerned, 
blood  examinations  and  chest  X-rays  were  available  to  the  patients  attend- 
ing. Midwives  supply  reports  on  the  home  circumstances  of  applicants 
when  so  requested  by  hospitals.  The  Local  Authority’s  Relaxation  Clinic, 
under  the  supervision  of  a Physiotherapist,  attracts  a wider  group,  as  many 
General  Practitioners  appreciate  the  value  of  this  supplement  to  their  own 
ante-natal  care. 

Attendances  were  as  follows.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1969. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinic: 

Number  of  sessions  35 

Patients : 

Ante-natal  5 

Post-natal  — 

Total  Attendances  24 

Relaxation  Clinic: 

Number  of  sessions  104 

Number  attending  263 

Total  attendances  1,991 

Notification  of  Congenital  Malformations: 

At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health,  midwives  are  obliged  to 
notify  all  infants  showing  abnormalities  at  birth.  Such  notification  is 
necessarily  incomplete  since  a significant  proportion  of  defects  do  not 
become  evident  for  months  or  even  years.  As  the  great  majority  of  handi- 
capped infants  are  born  in  hospital,  the  Paediatricians  have  very  helpfully 
agreed  to  check  such  notifications,  which  are  followed  up  by  the  Super- 


(49) 

(12) 

(2) 

(74) 


(95) 

(192) 

(1.335) 
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intendent  Health  Visitor  on  discharge  from  hospital.  In  all,  20  of  the 
1,086  live  and  stillbirths  in  1970  were  notified.  The  types  of  defect  were; 
of  the  central  nervous  system,  4;  of  the  limbs,  8;  alimentary  system,  4; 
of  the  urino-genital  system,  3;  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  1. 

MIDWIFERY 

There  were  1,070  live  births  in  1970,  3 fewer  than  in  the  previous 
year.  This  represented  a net  Birth  rate  of  13-1  per  1,000  population.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  16-0.  Only  6-4%  of  births  occurred  at 
home. 

Miss  D.  S.  Norman,  Chief  Nursing  Officer,  reports: 

“The  number  of  home  confinements  undertaken  by  the  domiciliary 
midwives  remains  low,  65  in  all.  In  addition  midwives  have  delivered  29 
of  their  mothers  in  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  returning  them  to  their 
own  homes  shortly  after  delivery.  This  scheme  has  not  proved  as  popular 
as  we  had  anticipated.  We  are  taking  many  more  planned  early  discharges 
from  both  the  Royal  United  Hospital  and  St.  Martin’s  Hospital. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  closed  on  1.10.70.  Expectant  mothers  now 
attend  their  own  doctors’  clinic,  or  the  hospital  ante-natal  clinic. 

Miss  I.  A.  Trueman  left  in  April,  and  we  were  fortunate  in  being  able 
to  appoint  Mrs.  S.  Brooks  to  replace  her  in  June. 

We  continue  to  provide  district  training  for  pupil  midwives  who  are 
taking  the  Central  Midwives  Board  Part  II  examination.  We  have  taken 
eight  pupils  this  year,  and  all  were  successful  in  passing  the  examination. 
The  Central  Midwives  Board  still  request  that  pupils  undertake  six  home 
confinements,  but  if  this  is  not  possible,  special  permission  may  be  given  to 
count  “witness’’  cases.  I would  like  to  thank  the  various  departments  of 
the  Local  Authority  for  the  help  they  give  us  with  the  training  of  the  pupils, 
also  to  the  family  doctors  for  the  practical  help  they  give  these  future 
midwives. 

Relaxation  Classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  given  twice  weekly  by 
Mrs.  Underhay,  M.R.S.P.,  263  patients  made  1991  attendances.  In  con- 
junction with  this,  the  midwives  hold  a weekly  Parentcraft  Class. 

The  Cervical  Cytology  Clinic  was  held  weekly,  three  at  Rivers  Street 
in  the  mornings,  and  one  in  the  evening  at  the  Health  Department  to 
accommodate  those  women  who  are  working  in  the  morning.  On  the  whole 
the  response  from  women  to  come  forward  for  this  simple  test  is  most 
disappointing,  although  of  course  many  more  of  the  family  doctors  are 
undertaking  the  test  themselves. 

During  the  year  three  firms  employing  a good  number  of  women  were 
visited  by  the  Local  Authority  team. 

Bath  Maternity  Society  have  helped  our  needy  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  many  times  over  the  year  by  supplying  napkins,  extra  coal, 
groceries,  and  in  one  case,  paying  the  Home  Help  account  of  an  expectant 
mother  confined  to  bed  for  several  weeks  prior  to  delivery”. 

The  Council’s  responsibilities  towards  unmarried  mothers  continued 
to  be  discharged,  on  an  agency  basis,  by  the  Bath  and  Keynsham  Area 
Committee  of  the  Somerset  Churches  Family  Welfare  Association. 
Financial  assistance  was  given  in  six  cases. 

During  1970,  61  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the 
City,  of  whom  54  were  on  the  staff  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee 
and  6 employed  by  the  Local  Authority.  Nineteen  midwives  attended 
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forty  or  more  cases  each,  and  ten  less  than  ten  each.  The  number  of  births 
(including  stillbirths)  attended  by  all  midwives  was  2,070,  as  compared 
with  2,036  in  1969. 

The  following  table  gives  the  place  of  confinement  of  the  registered 


live  births  in  Bath. 

Royal  United 

St.  Martin's 

Private 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Houses 

Bath  mothers 

515 

461 

67 

Non-residents 

375 

597 

— 

890 

1,058 

67 

Percentage: 

Bath  mothers 

49-4% 

44-2% 

6-4% 

(43-3%) 

(50-2%) 

(6-4%) 

(Figures  for  1 969  are  shown 

in  brackets) 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Miss  S.  E.  Jones,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  reports  as  follows: 

“In  July,  the  final  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  general  practice 
took  place,  and  except  for  one  Health  Visitor,  who  works  entirely  with  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  the  follow-up  of  patients,  there  is  100  per  cent  attachment 
of  Health  Visiting  staff.  The  previous  satisfactory  experience  of  partial 
attachment  encouraged  this  move,  and,  since  full  attachment,  there  has 
been  increased  co-operation  between  the  two  services,  with  a growing 
appreciation  of  the  fiinctions  of  both,  and  more  beneficial  service  to  the 
public.  In  many  instances  Health  Visitors  work  within  the  doctors’ 
surgeries,  and  attend  sessions  for  ante-natal  mothers  and  mothers  and 
young  children,  and  conduct  sessions  for  such  screening  procedures  as 
cervical  smear  and  hearing  tests. 

At  the  same  time.  Health  Visitors,  who  are  also  School  Nurses,  have 
continued  their  service  to  families  at  home,  at  clinics  and  in  schools.  Since 
full  attachment  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  elderly  people 
referred  to  the  Health  Visitors,  as  well  as  people  of  all  ages  not  concerned 
with  young  children.  For  the  pre-school  child  the  number  of  child  minders 
and  playgroups  in  the  City  has  again  increased,  and  through  them,  young 
children  find  a valuable  social  experience.  There  are  now  28  playgroups 
catering  for  over  1,000  children,  and  19  child  minders  who  care  for  130 
children.  All  these  receive  regular  visits  from  the  Health  Visitors,  main- 
taining a close  link  between  the  groups  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Thought  is  being  given  to  those  children  who  do  not  attend  playgroups,  so 
that  they  may  not  be  at  a disadvantage  when  starting  school. 

Health  Education  work  has  gone  on  through  the  year,  and  we  had 
two  outside  visits.  One  was  from  Pierre  the  Clown  who  visited  schools  and 
playgroups  in  December  to  show  the  children  the  importance  of  good 
dental  health.  He  was  very  warmly  received  by  his  young  audiences.  Also 
in  December,  the  Health  Education  Council  Ltd.  Mobile  Unit  visited  Bath 
for  a week.  The  first  two  days  were  devoted  to  staff  training,  and  for  the 
rest  of  the  week  the  Unit  was  based,  first  outside  the  Oldfield  Park  Clinic, 
then  in  the  Abbey  Churchyard,  and  was  open  to  the  public.  There  was  a 
satisfactory  response,  and  staff  in  the  Unit  were  kept  busy  answering  the 
questions  of  people  who  came  through.  Throughout  the  year,  staff  con- 
tinued to  give  talks,  demonstrations  and  film-shows  at  clinics,  schools  and 
outside  groups,  and  one  useful  contact  was  the  attachment  of  a Health 
Visitor  to  the  Day  Training  Centre  at  the  Corn  Exchange,  at  first  to  talk 
to  the  mothers,  and  then  to  act  as  a link  between  the  Centre  and  the  Health 
Visiting  staff. 
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Increasing  demands  are  made  on  Health  Visitors  to  receive  students 
from  a variety  of  disciplines  and  to  give  them  an  insight  into  the  work  of 
the  Health  Visitor.  This  is  very  valuable  work  but  does  throw  a consider- 
able burden  on  the  Health  Visitor  in  her  daily  work.  Our  two  Field  Work 
Instructors,  Mrs.  Ayling  and  Miss  Fry  supervised  practical  training  of 
students  from  the  Bristol  Health  Visitor  Training  Course. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

These  centres  continued  to  be  well  attended  and  mothers  find  in  them 
more  than  just  a place  where  advice  can  be  sought.  The  social  aspect  of  the 
clinics  is  of  value  and  for  this  we  are  indebted  to  our  voluntary  helpers. 
Mothers’  Clubs  are  now  run  at  Bluecoat,  St.  Saviour’s  and  Southdown 
Clinics  and  are  all  well  attended”. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES— ATTENDANCES 


Clinic 

Sessions 

Seen  by  Doctor 

Not  seen  by  Doctor 

Blue  Coat  House 

101 

990 

1,301 

Walcot 

52 

399 

518 

Oldfield  Park  . . 

52 

552 

1,064 

Southdown 

47 

423 

738 

Odd  Down 

52 

461 

1,075 

Weston 

48 

788 

786 

Twerton  

51 

531 

473 

St.  Saviour's  . . 

100 

957 

1,138 

Combe  Down 

52 

344 

832 

Total  . . 

555 

5,445 

7,925 

(In  1969  there  were  5,700  consultations  and  8,877  other  attendances.) 


Dental  Care: 

The  small  number  of  young  children  (18)  and  three  expectant  mothers 
attending  the  Council’s  clinic  reflect  Bath’s  relatively  lavish  provision  of 
private  dentists.  Every  elfort  is  made  both  at  the  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  to  impress  the  need  for  dental  care,  and  similar  dental 
education  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  in  the  homes. 

As  appropriate,  expectant  mothers  and  young  children  are  referred 
to  the  School  Dental  Service  by  Midwives,  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  by 
Health  Visitors.  Two  dentists  work  in  well-equipped  surgeries.  One- 
eleventh  of  the  time  of  one  dentist  is  given  to  the  Health  Authority. 

The  Dental  Clinic  has  its  own  X-ray  apparatus  and  dentures  are  made 
by  arrangement  with  a private  technician. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment: 

By  arrangement  with  the  Bath  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
regular  sessions  are  held  by  Orthopaedic  Surgeons  in  the  Public  Health 
Department,  with  weekly  sessions  by  the  After-Care  Sister  for  physiother- 
apy recommended  by  the  Surgeon.  Patients  are  referred  for  Hot  Pool 
Treatment  to  the  City  Bathing  Establishment.  During  the  year,  189  child- 
ren under  school  age,  including  79  new  cases,  made  245  attendances  at  the 
Surgeon’s,  and  300  at  the  After-Care  Sister’s  Clinics. 

Eye  Treatment: 

Sixteen  children  under  school  age  made  20  attendances  at  the  Eye 
Clinic  held  at  the  Bath  Eye  Infirmary. 
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Family  Planning  Association: 

Mr.  H.  M.  J.  Underhay,  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Bath  Branch, 
reports  that  1,664  women  attended  the  Bath  Clinic  during  1970,  of  which 
number  166  had  been  referred  by  officers  of  the  City  Council  for  medical 
and  social  reasons,  the  cost  being  met  by  the  Local  Authority.  About  70% 
of  those  seen  come  from  the  area  of  this  Authority. 

The  Family  Services  Committee  agreed  in  principle  to  widen  the 
support  it  has  given  to  certain  special,  social  cases,  but,  like  many  other 
Local  Authorities,  felt  that  the  prevailing  financial  situation  prevented  it, 
in  the  mean-time,  from  implementing  this  financially.  The  increasing 
popularity  of  this  service,  in  which,  in  effect,  the  Family  Planning  Associa- 
tion acts  as  an  Agent  of  the  Local  Authority,  necessitated  a continuing 
increase  in  sessions,  for  which  the  Council  provides  accommodation  etc. 
free  of  charge.  By  the  end  of  the  year  these  amounted  to  15  per  month. 

In  addition  to  family  planning  advice,  875  cervical  smear  tests  were 
taken  at  the  clinic,  of  which  number  one  proved  positive. 

Day  Nursery: 

The  accommodation  at  the  Riverside  Day  Nursery  (55  places)  was 
fully  used  during  the  year.  The  daily  average  attendance  was  41  and  there 
were  56  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  21  on  the  priority 
waiting  list. 

Priority  is  given  to  children,  {a)  from  homes  where  the  mother  is 
compelled  to  work  because  she  is  unmarried,  or  because  of  the  death  of 
the  father,  or  separation  of  the  parents;  {b)  where  home  conditions  are 
unhealthy  or  unsuitable;  (c)  where  the  mother  is  in  essential  employment; 
or,  {d)  on  medical  grounds  where  attendance  is  necessary  or  highly 
desirable  for  the  child’s  physical  or  mental  health  and  normal  development. 
Every  application  is  considered  by  a Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Mack,  who  visits 
the  Nursery  weekly  and  periodically  examines  all  the  children  attending. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  for  student  training,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  10  students  were  being  trained  for  the  Nursery  Nurse’s  Certificate. 
These  students  spend  a proportion  of  their  time  in  theoretical  training  at 
the  Bristol  Nursery  Nurses’  Training  College,  and  have  practical  training 
at  the  Nursery. 

Residential  Nurseries: 

Residential  Nursery  provision  is  made  by  the  Children’s  Committee 
in  one  of  that  Committee’s  homes.  The  Church  of  England  Children’s 
Society  have  a residential  home  at  Sunnyside,  Box. 

Our  Medical  Officers  carry  out  the  necessary  medical  examinations  on 
admission  and  discharge,  and  periodically  while  the  child  is  in  the  Child- 
ren’s Committee  Homes.  General  Medical  advice  is  always  available  on 
her  regular  visits  from  Dr.  Mack.  Any  child  requiring  treatment  at  any 
time  comes  under  the  care  of  the  general  practitioner  attached  to  that 
home. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Miss  D.  S.  Norman,  Chief  Nursing  Officer  reports  as  follows: 

“The  work  of  the  Home  Nurses  continues  to  expand,  and  the  increase 
of  one  full-time  nurse  and  two  part-time  Nursing  Auxiliaries  has  been 
fully  justified.  One  full-time  and  one  part-time  District  Nursing  Sister  left 
the  staff,  but  recruitment  of  State  Registered  Nurses  for  district  nursing  is 
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good  in  this  area.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  appointing  suitable  women 
for  the  post  of  Bath  Attendants,  and  it  was  agreed  to  re-grade  this  post  to 
Nursing  Auxiliary,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  recruitment  had  improved. 

The  attachment  of  District  Nursing  Sisters  to  Group  Practices  con- 
tinued, and  with  the  exception  of  three  single  practices,  all  the  family 
doctors  had  attached  staff  by  1st  June.  The  changeover  from  the  traditional 
district  area  to  the  doctors’  area  has  gone  very  smoothly,  which  says  much 
for  the  goodwill  which  has  always  existed  between  the  Family  Doctors  and 
the  District  Nursing  Sisters.  Staff  spend  much  more  time  travelling,  but 
this  is  compensated  by  the  improved  service  to  the  patients,  and  job 
satisfaction  to  the  staff.  The  attachment  scheme  varies  with  each  practice, 
some  doctors  like  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  to  visit  their  surgery  daily 
for  messages,  others  not  so  often.  Seven  surgeries  have  regular  sessions 
where  the  staff  can  carry  out  treatments  for  ambulant  patients. 

The  Nursing  Auxiliaries  have  not  been  attached  to  practices  and  still 
work  in  districts  because  of  the  travelling  problem.  These  women  are  a 
great  asset  to  our  staff,  and  although  not  trained,  are  readily  accepted  by 
the  patients,  who  are  in  the  main  elderly  and  require  help  with  their 
personal  toilet.  They  made  5,603  visits  during  the  year.  The  patients  are 
visited  monthly  by  our  trained  staff. 

The  main  concentration  of  work  remains  on  the  care  of  the  over  65’s, 
although  visits  to  children  under  5 years  of  age  increased  to  206  from  the 
previous  year’s  140.  Since  attachment,  staff  have  a greater  variety  of 
work,  and  the  case  load  has  increased,  there  being  775  patients  on  the 
books  31st  December,  1970,  compared  to  669  the  previous  year. 

When  long  term  patients  are  admitted  to  hospital  the  staff  endeavour 
to  visit  them,  establishing  a link  between  the  two  services. 

The  Home  Nursing  loan  service  is  used  extensively,  666  articles  being 
issued  during  the  year,  from  feeding  cups  to  hydraulic  hoists,  entailing  a 
certain  amount  of  administrative  time. 

The  Nursing  and  Administrative  staff  continue  to  give  talks  and 
lectures  to  voluntary  organisations,  and  help  with  Home  Nursing  examina- 
tions. All  staff  share  in  giving  other  students  an  insight  into  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  In  return  I am  grateful  to  the 
various  departments  of  the  Local  Authority  who  help  us  with  the  training 
of  our  student  nurses. 

Voluntary  Organisations  continue  to  help  us  with  the  care  of  patients 
in  their  own  homes. 

Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  Meals  on  Wheels  service  without 
whose  help  many  patients  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  remain  in  their  own 
homes.  Members  delivering  the  meals  are  most  helpful  in  quickly  reporting 
if  anything  appears  amiss. 

British  Red  Cross  Society  members  continue  to  help  with  the  monthly 
evening  Cervical  Cytology  Clinic.  The  Library  service  for  the  housebound, 
combined  with  a visit  from  a member,  bring  cheer  to  some  of  our  patients. 

The  Bath  Council  of  Social  Service,  Quebec  Day  Centre  for  the  house- 
bound which  is  held  weekly  is  enjoyed  by  our  patients  who  are  able  to 
attend,  and  it  is  the  highlight  of  their  week.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to 
help  the  Centre  by  providing  a nurse  to  accompany  them  on  their  annual 
summer  outing. 

There  are  many  women’s  and  church  organisations,  schools,  as  well 
as  individuals  who  help  our  elderly  patients  over  the  year  and  especially  at 
Christmas,  by  providing  woollies,  fruit,  flowers  and  extra  groceries.  I am 
most  grateful  to  all  these  people  who  think  of  our  patients”. 
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Home  Nursing — Statistics 

No.  of  persons  nursed  at  home  during  year  . . 

No.  of  visits  to  these  persons 

No.  of  persons  being  nursed  at  home  at  end  of  year 

No.  of  persons  aged  65  or  over  at  first  visit  . . 

No.  of  visits  to  persons  aged  65  or  over 
Children  aged  under  5 nursed  at  home 
No.  of  visits  to  children  under  5 
Medical  Loans  during  year 


1970 

1969 

2,139 

1,870 

64,742 

60,234 

775 

669 

1,525 

1,327 

52,084 

48,587 

20 

16 

206 

140 

666 

501 

DOMESTIC  HELP 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Reeves,  Home  Help  Organiser,  reports: 

“The  recruitment  of  Home  Helps  during  1970  has  been  a cause  of 
great  concern.  The  number  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  full-time 
4,  part-time  43,  this  being  2 full-time  and  3 part-time  fewer  Home  Helps 
than  on  1st  January  1970.  This  has  resulted  in  many  fewer  hours  of  service 
being  available  to  our  clients,  as  the  hours  worked  in  1969  were  56,376  and 
1970,  50,296  hours,  a considerable  decrease.  The  number  of  people  having 
help  has  only  increased  by  two,  nevertheless  it  has  been  increasingly 
difficult  to  provide  a service,  clients  receiving  the  minimum  of  help. 

In  July  a scheme  was  started  whereby  a Home  Help  who  introduced 
another  Home  Help  to  the  service  and  who  then  worked  for  six  months  was 
paid  a bonus  of  £5.  So  far  this  has  only  produced  one  extra  Home  Help. 

In  September,  Alderman  S.  A.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Family  Services 
Committee  talked  to  the  Home  Helps,  telling  them  of  the  importance  of 
their  work  to  the  City,  and  promising  to  do  all  the  Committee  could  do  to 
improve  their  conditions  of  service.  Following  this,  more  cleaning  equip- 
ment was  purchased  for  use  in  the  homes,  and  consideration  was  given  to 
the  provision  of  protective  clothing. 

In  December,  the  Chairman  again  met  the  Home  Helps  at  a meeting 
in  the  form  of  a Christmas  Party,  when  he  was  able  to  tell  them  of  their 
recent  pay  award,  hoping  that  this  would  boost  recruitment.  Home 
Helps  were  able  to  see  their  new  uniform  dress  modelled  by  Mrs.  Fallon, 
Home  Help  Clerk,  also  the  range  of  domestic  equipment  available  for 
their  use. 

Also  in  December  the  Management  Services  Department  undertook  a 
survey  of  the  Home  Help  Service.  The  main  reason  given  for  Home  Helps 
leaving  the  service  was  the  amount  of  travelling  entailed  between  recipients. 
Every  elfort  is  being  made  to  curtail  this.  Other  suggestions  from  the  report 
are  being  followed  up. 

We  retain  a core  of  first  class  home  helps  who  have  been  with  us  for 
many  years.  They  carry  a heavy  case  load,  and  give  of  their  best  at  all 
times.  The  elderly  person  living  alone  becomes  dependant  on  the  Home 
Help,  looking  forward  to  her  visits.  During  the  year  15  Home  Helps  joined 
the  service  and  19  left,  5 after  less  than  4 months  service,  but  another 
retired  after  8 years  service,  and  another  resigned  due  to  ill  health  after 
18  years. 

Miss  A.  J.  Shackell,  Deputy  Home  Nursing  Superintendent,  has  been 
able  to  help  by  visiting  new  requests  for  a home  help,  and  by  following  up 
clients  who  have  had  a home  help  over  a long  period.  The  Home  Helps 
greatly  appreciate  these  visits,  which  forms  the  basis  of  a good  working 
understanding  between  the  two  services. 

Mrs.  Reeves,  Home  Help  Organiser,  broke  her  arm  in  October,  and 
was  still  off  duty  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Miss  Coates,  Assistant  Home 
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Help  Organiser/Clerk,  and  Mrs.  Fallon,  Home  Help  Clerk,  with  some  help 
from  the  Home  Nursing  Administrative  staff,  ably  ran  the  service”. 


Number  of  Households  Helped 


Aged  65  and  over 
Aged  under  65 : 

Chronic  sick  and  Tuberculous 
Maternity 

Mentally  disordered  . . 
Others 


1970 

1969 

617 

635 

39 

44 

20 

13 

64 

46 

740 

738 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Protection  is  offered  against  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Poliomyelitis,  Tetanus  and  Measles,  either  through  the  family  doctor  or  at 
Child  Welfare  Centres  and  schools.  Every  effort  is  made  by  the  health 
visitors  in  the  homes,  at  school,  and  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  to  impress 
on  parents  the  need  to  protect  their  children.  Combined  whooping  cough, 
diphtheria,  and  tetanus  antigen  is  used  for  the  majority  of  children 
immunised  at  the  Authority’s  clinics,  and  most  of  the  general  practitioners 
taking  part  in  the  Council’s  scheme  adopt  a similar  procedure.  Vaccina- 
tion against  tuberculosis  was  also  available  to  13  year  old  children  whose 
parents  wished  for  this  protection,  if  a preliminary  skin  test  showed  no 
evidence  of  previous  contact  with  the  disease. 

In  July  we  were  advised  by  the  Department  of  Health  that  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  had  recommended  that 
vaccination  against  rubella  (german  measles)  should  be  offered  to  all  girls 
between  their  11th  and  14th  birthdays.  Initial  shortage  of  vaccine  required 
that  priority  had  to  be  given  to  girls  in  their  14th  year,  and  steps  were  taken 
to  inform  parents  in  Local  Authority  and  Private  schools  of  arrangements 
for  vaccination  either  by  our  Medical  staff  or  by  the  Family  Doctors.  The 
response  was  good,  and  a programme  of  vaccination  was  organised.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  1971  we  shall  offer  vaccination  to  the  full  age  range,  and 
thereafter  protection  will  be  offered  to  all  girls  shortly  after  their  11th 
birthdays. 

With  the  exception  of  Smallpox  vaccination,  Bath  compared  favour- 
ably with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  in  regard  to  the  percentage  of 
children  protected  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Poliomytelitis 
and  Smallpox  as  indicated  below — 


Percentages  of  Children  Vaccinated  by  31.12.70 


Children  born  in  1968 

Smallpox 
{Children 
under  2) 
25 
35 

BATH  

England  and  Wales 

Whooping 

Cough 

80 

79 

Diphtheria 

84 

81 

Poliomyelitis 

84 

79 
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Number  of  children  aged  under  16  years  vaccinated  during  1970 


Type  of  Immunisation 
or  Vaccination 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

doses 

Diphtheria 

988 

786 

Whooping  Cough 

869 

15 

Tetanus 

1,207 

1,004 

Poliomyelitis 

1,011 

719 

Measles 

1,157 

— 

German  Measles 

122 

— 

B.C.G.  (Tuberculosis) 

962 

— 

Smallpox 

412 

95 

B.C.G.  Vaccination: 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  available  to  all  children  at  13  years  of  age,  as 
well  as  through  the  Chest  Clinic  to  contacts  of  known  cases.  A preliminary 
skin  test  to  detect  if  there  had  been  previous  exposure  to  infection  was 
applied,  with  parental  consent,  to  1,117  children.  Of  these  849  went  on  to 
receive  the  vaccination.  In  addition  113  contacts  of  tuberculous  cases  were 
vaccinated. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Mr.  R.  A.  Fysh,  Chief  Ambulance  Officer,  reports  as  follows: 

“This  year  has  seen  the  Ambulance  Service  break  its  ties  with  the 
Fire  Brigade  to  become  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  City  a separate 
service.  Operating  from  its  own  Control  Room  under  the  direction  of  the 
Deputy  Ambulance  Officer,  the  service  given  to  the  public  is  still  of  an 
extremely  high  standard,  with  a reduction  in  the  cost  per  patient  carried. 

A productivity  scheme  was  brought  into  operation  to  coincide  with 
the  separation  of  the  Services.  This  scheme  devised  by  the  City  Manage- 
ment Services  Unit  has  had  a streamlining  effect  on  the  operation  of  the 
Ambulance  Service.  Running  costs  have  been  reduced  and  co-ordination 
of  transport  made  more  efficient  by  closer  liaison  between  control  and 
operational  staff.  The  actual  saving  made  under  this  scheme  has  been 
divided  on  a percentage  basis  between  the  ambulance  staff  and  the  local 
authority. 

The  number  of  patients  carried  has  shown  a steady  rise  since  the 
Service  began  to  operate  on  its  own,  especially  in  the  number  of  sitting 
cases  attending  hospital.  This  rise  has  been  contained  with  the  present 
staff  which  was  increased  by  one  on  the  separation  of  the  Services. 

The  Fire  Service  still  continue  to  attend  serious  road  accidents,  the 
Chief  Fire  Officer  and  I are  pleased  with  the  resulting  co-ordination  and 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  service  given  in  this  field  is  first  class. 

Dr.  R.  Snook  of  St.  Martin’s  Hospital  continues  to  play  an  important 
part  in  the  Service.  He  is  mainly  responsible  for  training  on  the  Station  and 
for  the  secondment  of  ambulance  personnel  to  hospitals  for  periodic 
training  courses.  He  is  also  on  call  for  attendance  at  emergencies. 

Communications  have  been  improved  with  the  installation  of  a new 
base  station  at  Lansdown  and  a new  Control  Unit  in  the  Ambulance 
Control,  also  a slave  unit  in  the  Casualty  Department  at  St.  Martin’s 
Hospital.  Dr.  Snook  sponsored  by  outside  authority,  has  a selective  calling 
system  tied  in  with  our  own  radio  network.  This  gives  communication 
between  control,  hospital,  casualty,  doctor,  ambulance,  and  talk  through 
facilities. 
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I have  accepted  two  more  members  into  the  Voluntary  City  Car  Pool. 
These  people  give  invaluable  assistance,  and  I am  very  grateful  for  their 
help. 

Whilst  we  still  have  our  escorts  for  train  journeys,  this  type  of  work  is 
gradually  becoming  non  existent  because  the  type  of  rolling  stock  used  by 
British  Railways  is  not  suitable  for  stretcher  cases. 

We  have  a close  liaison  with  the  Voluntary  Aid  Service,  who  perform 
such  public  duty  at  sports  meetings  and  other  places  of  public  gatherings. 

Finally  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  my  staff 
who  have  instantly  given  their  help  in  this  difficult  transitional  period  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  which  we  can  be 
proud”. 

Table  of  Ambulance  Journeys,  Mileage,  etc. 


1970  compared  with  previous  years. 


(1) 

Total 

Journeys 

(2) 

Patients 

Carried 

(3) 

Accidents 
{included 
in  1) 

(4) 

Total 

Mileage 

City  Ambulances  and  Cars  1 950 

14,882 

15,697 

1,021 

127,755 

1955 

23,644 

27,765 

1,287 

133,741 

1960 

20,791 

29,194 

1,472 

127,368 

1965 

21,744 

31,362 

1,619 

137,602 

1969 

23,462 

32,312 

1,805 

143,506 

1970 

24,482 

33,911 

1,841 

147,891 

Hospital  Car  Service  1950 

4,139 

4,523 



45  144 

1955 

562 

948 

— 

13  136 

1960 

586 

1,915 

— 

17„703 

1965 

1,752 

3,252 



17,591 

1969 

1,236 

4,952 

— 

19,945 

1970 

631 

2,380 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 
This  function  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  capable  of  many 
definitions,  and  can  provide  a variety  of  services,  independent  of,  or 
closely  related  to,  other  activities  of  the  Authority,  or  to  those  of  general 
practice,  hospital  services  and  other  statutory  and  voluntary  organisations. 

Health  Education  in  the  community  plays  a great  part,  and  is  the 
concern  of  all  those  whose  work  leads  them  into  close  contact  with  the 
public,  and  whose  training  and  subsequent  position  in  society  enables 
them  to  exercise  some  influence  upon  that  society.  G.P.s,  teachers,  public 
health  department  staff,  and  hospital  staff,  are  some  of  those  who  share 
the  responsibility  and  who  continue  education  in  all  their  contacts  with 
individuals  and  with  groups.  An  informed  public,  aware  of  services 
available  and  their  function,  is  in  the  best  position  to  use  them  to  its  own 
benefit,  and  to  the  advantage  of  those  involved  in  running  the  services. 


The  Chiropody  Service: 

Shortage  of  chiropodists  prevented  the  Local  Authority  developing 
its  own  service,  and  reliance  continued  to  be  placed  on  the  valuable  service 
provided  by  the  Bath  Council  of  Social  Service  and  subsidised  by  the 
Family  Services  Committee. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Bath  Council  of  Social  Service  reports  that  during 
the  year,  1,473  patients  over  the  age  of  65  years  and  15  other  handicapped 
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persons,  received  4,872  treatments.  Of  this  number  of  treatments,  1,820 
were  given  in  the  patients’  homes,  102  in  old  people’s  homes,  and  2,950  in 
the  chiropodists’  surgeries. 

In  addition,  255  persons  aged  65  years  and  over,  and  1 1 handicapped 
patients,  received  1,552  treatments  by  private  chiropodists  in  the  City 
Council’s  Old  Persons’  Homes,  through  its  Welfare  services. 

Cervical  Cytology: 

These  clinics  were  held  on  Wednesday  mornings,  three  times  per 
month,  at  Rivers  Street;  the  fourth  clinic,  on  the  Wednesday  evening,  for 
the  convenience  of  women  who  cannot  attend  at  other  times,  at  Sawclose, 
where  the  assistance  of  voluntary  helpers  from  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  of  a part-time  midwife  is  much  appreciated.  Women  are 
screened  by  appointment  only;  this  minimises  waiting  and  controls  the 
flow  of  specimens  to  the  Laboratory.  In  the  course  of  the  year,  493  attended 
the  Local  Authority  Clinics.  Two  were  found  to  be  positive,  and  three 
required  further  observation.  Both  these  categories  are,  of  course,  referred 
to  the  care  of  their  family  doctors.  A very  minor  operation  suffices  to 
eliminate  the  risk  in  positive  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  Local  Authority  arrangements,  many  Family 
Doctors  provide  this  service  for  their  patients,  and  also  the  local  Family 
Planning  Association.  Reports  on  1,120  women  tested  by  General  Practi- 
tioners have  been  received  in  this  Departoent  during  the  year,  of  which 
number,  six  were  positive  and  23  required  repeat  tests.  The  Bath  clinic  of 
the  Family  Planning  Association  tested  875  women,  of  whom  one  proved 
to  be  positive. 

Fluoridation: 

The  City  Council’s  agreement  in  principle  to  fluoridate  its  water 
supply  continued  to  be  rendered  abortive  by  the  refusal  of  surrounding 
Authorities,  which  have  to  share  our  water  supply,  to  adopt  this  long 
overdue  measure. 

Care  and  After  Care: 

Activities  are  many  and  varied.  The  tendency  to  early  discharge  of 
patients,  and  to  nursing  more  serious  cases  entirely  at  home,  calls  for  an 
expansion  not  only  of  public  health  personnel,  but  of  the  arrangements 
for  loan  of  nursing  equipment,  in  which  the  Department  has  the  valuable 
support  of  a similar  service  run  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  The 
management  of  patients  entirely  in  their  own  homes  will  also  mean  that 
family  doctors  will  look  more  frequently  than  in  the  past  to  the  Local 
Health  Authority  for  the  provision  of  recuperative  holidays,  since  the 
hospitals’  convalescent  arrangements  will  not  be  available  to  such  patients. 
A charge  is,  of  course,  made  for  this  service  proportionate  to  the  means  of 
the  patient  and  his  family.  The  traditional  supply  of  extra  nourishment  to 
tuberculous  cases  in  the  form  of  free  milk  continued. 

The  following  provision  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year;  1969 
figures  shown  in  brackets. 

Nursing  requisites  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  666  (501) 

Cases  receiving  free  milk  ..  ..  ..  ..  18  (20) 

Recuperative  holidays  . . . . . . . . 3 (1) 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Mr.  A.  Austin,  Superintendent,  Mental  Health  Services,  reports  as 
follows: 

“The  obvious  comment  to  make  at  the  end  of  this  year  is  that  we  have 
reached  a significant  point  in  the  development  of  our  Social  Services.  1970 
is  the  last  full  year  in  which  the  fragmented  social  services  of  the  local 
authority  operated.  During  1971  the  new  Social  Services  Department, 
under  Mr.  R.  Liddiard  the  Director  of  Social  Services,  will  assume 
responsibility  for  a wide  range  of  social  services  including  those  concerned 
with  Mental  Health  which,  since  1948,  have  been  the  direct  concern  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I hope  that  in  the  midst  of  the  uncertainty  and  apprehension  that 
inevitably  accompanies  change,  we  will  regard  this  as  an  opportunity  to 
develop  our  services  to  the  public,  both  in  regard  to  diversity  and  effective- 
ness. Much  has  been  done  by  the  Health  Department.  There  has  been 
solid  achievement  over  the  decade,  and  whilst  there  have  been  criticisms 
about  delays — and  occasionally  priorities — I can  say  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  national  scene  that  Bath  has  a creditable  record  of  development. 

The  latest  project — Lime  Grove  School  for  mentally  handicapped 
children — is  running  happily  and  giving  satisfaction  to  pupils,  parents  and 
teachers.  We  now  know  that  April  1971  is  the  definite  date  for  transferring 
this  school  to  the  Education  Department,  and  we  wish  both  the  school  and 
its  new  management  well. 

The  hostel  and  group  home  buildings  are  nearing  completion  and 
early  in  1971  they  should  be  ready  to  accept  residents. 

The  established  services — social  work,  Millbrook  Training  Centre  for 
mentally  handicapped  adults,  Gallaway  House  day  centre  for  the  mentally 
ill,  and  Springfield  House,  the  home  for  elderly  mentally  infirm  people  are 
all  working  well  and  serving  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  developed. 

Since  this  is  the  last  opportunity  I shall  have  of  writing  in  these  annual 
reports  I acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  I have  received  from  medical 
and  administrative  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department,  the  support  I 
have  received  from  my  colleagues  in  the  Mental  Health  Service,  and  the 
guidance  and  help  that  has  been  made  available  from  other  departments”. 

Statistics : 

Table  1 gives  an  account  of  the  cases  referred  to  the  service  either  for 
the  first  time  or  re-referred  after  previous  help  had  ceased.  Table  2 shows 
the  number  of  patients  admitted  to  hospital  or  afforded  community  care. 
Other  outcomes  of  referral,  e.g.  passed  to  other  agencies  or  given  advice  after 
investigation  are  not  included.  Table  3 shows  the  number  receiving  active 
community  care  at  the  31st  December. 


Table  1 

Number  of  Patients  referred  during  1970 


Referred  by; 

Mentally 

III 

Psychopathic 

Subnormal 

Severely 

Subnormal 

Totals 

G.P’s 

Hospitals  on  discharge  from 

94 

— 

1 

1 

— 

95 

in-patient  treatment 
Hospitals  after  or  during 

112 

2 

1 

115 

O.P.  or  Day  treatment 

60 

■ 

— 

61 

Local  Education  Authority 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

Police  and  Courts 

23 

— 

— 

23 

Other  Sources 

100 

— 

10 

16 

126 

390 

— 

12 

19 

421 

17 


Table  2 


Disposition  of  Cases: 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

Hospital  Admissions: 

Informal 

29 

70 

99 

Section  25 

7 

16 

23 

Section  29 

6 

4 

10 

Section  26 

3 

1 

4 

Section  60 

2 

1 

3 

Community  Care  . . 

41 

102 

143 

Totals  . . 

88 

194 

282 

Table  3 


Subnormal 

Severely 

Subnormal 

Totals 

(1) 

Attending  Day  Training 

Centres 

33  — 

13 

96 

112 

(2) 

Not  attending  Centres 

but  in  receipt  of  home 
visits  by  social  workers 

171  — 

35 

18 

224 

204  — 

48 

114 

336 

SECTION  D. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  table  on  page  23  sets  forth  the  notifications  for  1970,  which 
continued  at  a reasonably  low  level. 

Food  Poisoning: 

Seventeen  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  to  the  Department, 
or  otherwise  ascertained.  All  were  due  to  various  types  of  Salmonellae, 
and  the  staff  of  the  Department  were  involved  in  considerable  work  in 
endeavouring  to  trace  the  sources  of  infection.  One  small  outbreak  involved 
children  and  staff  of  a residential  nursery,  but  the  source  of  infection  was 
not  discovered. 

Infective  Jaundice: 

Cases  of  infective  jaundice  declined  from  302  in  1969  to  81  in  1970. 
30  of  the  cases  involved  patients  over  15  years  of  age.  Two  cases  were 
treated  in  hospital. 

Dysentery: 

Cases  notified  numbered  65  compared  with  29  last  year  and  almost 
all  occurred  during  the  month  of  March  with  no  cases  reported  after 
August.  48  of  the  cases  involved  children  under  the  age  of  15  years,  and 
one  outbreak  in  the  Fairfield/Larkhall  area  included  cases  in  our  Day 
Nursery  and  St.  Stephen’s  School.  Enquiries  elicited,  that,  as  is  so  often 
the  case  with  this  transient  infection,  there  had  been  several  missed  cases 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  outbreak.  There  were  smaller  outbreaks  in  the 
Combe  Down/Odd  Down,  and  Weston  areas. 
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Tuberculosis: 

Fourteen  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1970.  Ten  of  the  new  cases  were  middle  aged  or  older;  within  this  group 
lies  the  reservoir  of  unrecognised,  and  often  infectious  cases.  The  remainder 
were  young  adults.  5 additional  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
after  death. 

A Health  Visitor,  who  made  574  domiciliary  visits  to  161  households 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  is  employed  full-time  on  chest  work,  attending 
Chest  Clinics,  following  up  contacts,  supervising  home  treatment,  dealing 
with  the  many  social  and  financial  problems  of  patients  and  their  families, 
and  arranging  diversionary  occupation  for  those  unable  to  work.  She  also 
helps  to  co-ordinate  the  activities  of  the  voluntary  After  Care  Committee, 
which  is  associated  with  the  Chest  and  Heart  Association. 

The  Bath  Hospital  Management  Committee  report  that  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  166  pulmonary  (109  males,  56  females  and  1 child),  and  13 
(5  males  and  8 females)  non-pulmonary  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  under 
supervision  through  the  Hospital  Chest  Clinic. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  Chest  Clinic  held  thrice  weekly  at 
the  Manor  Hospital: — 

Patients  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  for  examination 2,615 

Found  tuberculous . . 19 


Dr.  H.  Campbell,  Consultant  Chest  Physician,  carried  out  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  contacts,  and  113  were  so  protected. 

Throughout  1970,  the  Mass  X-ray  Unit  made  regular  visits  to  Bath 
(Seven  Dials  Car  Park,  Fridays  1.30  to  3 p.m.).  This  facility  is  very  con- 
venient for  local  family  doctors,  and  for  the  Public  Health  Department, 
allowing  X-ray  of  all  Council  employees  who  are  in  professional  contact 
with  children.  The  general  public  are  also  free  to  attend  these  sessions 
without  an  appointment.  Such  a selective  use  of  Mass  X-ray  is  likely  to 
yield  more  cases  than  the  traditional  annual  visits  to  factories  where,  for 
the  most  part,  the  more  healthy  individuals  return  year  after  year. 

In  all,  the  Unit  X-rayed  3,343  Bath  residents  during  the  year.  As  far 
as  Bath  residents  were  concerned  the  examinations  revealed  two  active 
cases  of  tuberculosis  requiring  close  clinical  supervision  and  nine  healed 
cases.  A further  93  non-tuberculous  conditions  were  found. 


Venereal  Disease: 

With  a view  to  improving  contact  tracing,  follow-up  cases  and  social 
support,  an  experienced  Health  Visitor  was  attached  to  Dr.  Hilton’s  clinic 
to  provide  these  services  in  respect  of  Bath  residents.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  it  was  clear  that  this  innovation  was  rendering  very  satisfactory 
results.  Details  of  clinics  are  appended  on  page  23. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Bath  residents  attending 
clinics  in  the  course  of  the  year.  For  this  and  the  other  statistical  informa- 
tion I am  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  L.  Hilton,  Regional  Hospital  Board  Con- 
sultant, who  is  responsible  for  this  service. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other  conditions 

1967 

2 

23 

152 

1968 

1 

56 

176 

1969 

12 

49 

253 

1970 

7 

39 

272 

19 


In  general,  the  clinic  which,  of  course,  serves  the  Clinical  Area  around 
Bath  as  well,  found  that  little  over  one-third  of  those  attending  were 
actually  suffering  from  venereal  disease,  and  nearly  a half  required 
reassurance,  and  appropriate  advice,  only.  Full  use  was  made  of  various 
types  of  propaganda  available  from  central  sources. 

LABORATORY  WORK 

The  work  of  the  Health  Department  is  greatly  assisted  by  the  facilities 
offered  by  the  laboratories  at  the  Manor  and  St.  Martin’s  Hospitals  and  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  the  guidance  of  whose 
Director  is  in  frequent  and  much  appreciated  demand. 

For  details  of  analyses  of  food  and  drugs,  milk,  ice  cream  and  water 
carried  out  by  the  City  Analyst  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  see 
pages  59  to  64. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Re-housing : 

Adequate  housing  and  relief  of  overcrowding  still  remain  of  leading 
importance  in  securing  the  conditions  of  healthy  family  life,  and  mitigating 
the  consequences  of  illness  and  disability.  It  is  therefore  with  the  greatest 
appreciation  that  the  Public  Health  Department  wishes  to  acknowledge 
the  consideration,  sympathy,  and  help  given  to  cases  put  forward.  Many 
hundreds  of  such  recommendations  have  been  submitted  by  family  doctors 
and  hospitals,  and  investigation  and  assessment  involve  a very  heavy  load 
of  work  for  both  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Nursing  Homes: 

These  are  visited  by  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  a member  of  the 
medical  staff.  The  six  registered  nursing  homes  had  provision  for  141 
patients. 

Nurses’  Agency: 

The  one  such  Agency  operating  in  Bath  was  conducted  satisfactorily. 

Superannuation  Examinations : 

The  number  of  examinations  of  Council  employees  carried  out  by  our 
Medical  staff  for  superannuation  and  other  purposes,  during  1970,  was 
531.  This  number  included  17  examinations  carried  out  for  other  authori- 
ties, and  141  candidates  for  Training  Colleges.  An  X-ray  examination  of 
the  chest  is  now  obligatory  for  candidates  in  contact  with  children. 

Haycombe  Crematorium: 

The  considerable  demands  made  on  medical  and  clerical  time  by  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  Referees  to  the  Crematorium,  continued.  Each  case 
requires  the  scrutiny  of  four  documents,  including  two  medical  certificates, 
which  not  infrequently  involve  time  consuming  enquiries. 

The  number  of  certificates  dealt  with  were  as  follows : — 


1964 

1,355 

1965 

1,466 

1966 

1,694 

1967 

1,762 

1968 

2,086 

1969 

2,044 

1970 

2,301 

20 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


City  and  County  Borough  of  Bath 


Area  of  the  Borough,  7,092  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  51°  23 'N.,  Longitude  2°  21  'W. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon 
to  about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands;  Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  61,790,000  gallons,  use  is  made  of  supplementary  supplies 
from  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  Chew  Valley  source.  Average  daily  con- 
sumption, 1970,  47-35  gallons  per  head;  1965-69,  44-44  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

Population — 80,856  (1961  Census.  84,810  (estimate  mid-1970). 


Years 

1970 

1969 

Mean  of 
1966-70 

Mean  of 
1961-65 

Population 

84,810 

84,760 

84,580 

82,360 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1971  £ 

3,755,520 

3,684,236 

— 

— 

General  Rate,  1st  April,  1971 

18/- 

15/9 

— 

— 

One  penny  General  Rate  produced  £ 

14,900 

14,450 

— 

— 

Marriages — Number  Registered 

782 

737 

707 

607 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  Bath  . . 

18-4 

17-4 

16-9 

14-7 

Ditto  England  and  Wales 

16-9 

16-2 

16-4 

15-1 

Births — Number  . . . . . . Bath 

1,070 

1,067 

1,121 

1,314 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (corr.)  . . 

13-1 

13-1 

13-8 

16-3 

Ditto  England  and  Wales 

16-0 

16-3 

16-8 

18-0 

Illegitimate  births  per  1,000  infants 

bom  . . . . . . Bath 

90 

80 

86 

76 

Deaths  — Number  — Civilian,  Bath 

residents 

1,161 

1,100 

1,132 

1,101 

Cmde  rate  per  1,000  population. 

Bath 

13-7 

13-0 

13-4 

13-4 

Standardised  rate  for  age  and  sex. 

Bath 

10-7 

10-0 

10-5 

10-1 

England  and  Wales,  Death-rate  . . 

11-7 

11-9 

11-7 

11-8 

Infant  Mortality — . . . . Bath 

20-0 

15-0 

18-9 

20-6 

England  and  Wales 

18-0 

18-0 

18-3 

20-6 

Illegitimate  Infants  . . . . Bath 

42-0 

33-0 

29-8 

28-0 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

2 

3 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Influenza 

6 

4 

5 

8 

Pneumonia  . . 

160 

109 

128 

82 

Bronchitis 

45 

39 

43 

50 

Cancer  

215 

223 

217 

187 

21 


Summary  of  Statistics — continued 


Years 

1970 

1969 

Mean  of 
1966-70 

Mean  of 
1961-65 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  Disease  and  other  Circulatory 
diseases 

578 

567 

574 

577 

Nephritis  

4 

5 

5 

5 

Violence 

46 

41 

43 

49 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  notified 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

30 

24 

28 

Dysentery 

65 

29 

45 

33 

Food  Poisoning 

17 

6 

13 

31 

Measles 

419 

179 

533 

926 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

4 

12 

34 

46 

Infective  Jaundice  . . 

81 

302 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“Other”  Tuberculosis 

14 

12 

12 

20 

— 

5 

3 

4 

See  also  pages  18  and  23 

The  Department  of  Health  requires  the  following  more  detailed 
analysis  of  infant  loss. 


Bath 

England  and  Wales 

Live  Births: 

1970 

1969 

1970 

1969 

Number 

1,070 

1,067 

— 

— 

Net  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

(corrected) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live 

131 

131 

160 

16-3 

births) 

Stillbirths: 

90 

80 

80 

8-5 

Number:  . . 

16 

15 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . . 

150 

140 

130 

13-0 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  

1,086 

1,082 

— 

— 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 

21 

16 

births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legiti- 

20 0 

150 

180 

180 

mate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

170 

130 

170 

17-0 

illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 

420 

330 

260 

250 

weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

150 

70 

120 

120 

one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined  per 

140 

70 

110 

100 

1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 
Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

290 

200 

230 

23  0 

Number  of  deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

— 

018 

— 

018 

22 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1970 


Cases  Notified 

Total 

Under  I 

/- 

4 

5- 

J4 

75- 

44 

45  & over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

6 

8 





1 

3 

4 

5 

1 







Dysentery 

28 

37 

— 

— 

10 

18 

, 11 

9 

7 

10 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

8 

9 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

37 

44 

— 

— 

1 

4 

23 

23 

13 

15 

— 

2 

Measles 

232 

187 

6 

6 

126 

98 

98 

78 

2 

5 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Ophthalmia 

2 

2 

1 



— 

1 

1 

1 

— 



— 



Neonatorum 

Tuberculosis: 

2 

2 

Pulmonary 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

3 

1 

6 

4 

Other 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Days  and  Times  of  Attendance,  Dec.  1970 


See 

also 

page 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thiirs. 

Fri. 

Child  Welfare  Centres: 

Blue  Coat  House 

9 

2.30-4 

2.30-4 

Walcot  . . 

2.30-4 

Oldfield  Park  . . 

2.30-4 

Southdown 

2.30-4 

Odd  Down 

2.30-4 

Weston 

»> 

2.30-4 

Twerton 

2.30-4 

St.  Saviour’s  . . 

2.30-4 

2.30-4 

Combe  Down  . . 

>> 

2.30-4 

Relaxation  Clinic: 

45  Rivers  Street 

By  appo 

intment 

Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  Dental  Clinic: 

Blue  Coat  House 

By  appo 

intment 

Cervical  Cytology: 

45  Rivers  Street 

10.00 

Public  Health  Dept.  . . 

7.00 

(3rd  Wed 

nesday) 

Tuberculosis: 

Chest  Clinic,  Manor 

Hospital 

2-4 

2-4 

2-4 

Venereal  Diseases: 

Men  (R.U.H.) 

5-6 

5-6 

Women  (R.U.H.) 

2.30-4 

2.30-4 
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CITY  OF  BATH — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1970  (Compiled  by  the  Registrar  General) 
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26.  Chronic  Rhei 
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STAFF  - December,  1970 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Address: 

The  Public  Health  Department,  Sawclose,  Bath 
Tel.:  Bath  28411 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

R.  M.  Ross,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer: 

M.  C.  T.  Wilkes,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G., 

D. P.H. 

Medical  Officers  in  Department: 

Helen  M.  H.  Mack,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

E.  A.  Lois  Blake,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

D.  J.  Stewart,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Consultant  Psychiatrist: 

Harry  Neubaur,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.M.  (Part-time) 

Chief  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  D.  S.  Norman,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor: 

Miss  S.  E.  Jones,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Health  Visitors  {and  School  Nurses): 

Miss  E.  J.  Osborne,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  Y.  M.  Clarabut,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  (to  1.10.70) 

Mrs.  E.  Longstone,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  H.V. Tutor  (Cert.) 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Ayling,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  R.  M.  Purnell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  S.  Tredinnick,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  B.  M.  Fry,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Dennis,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  K.  E.  Klemen,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V.Cert. 

Mrs.  P.  A.  M.  Rixon,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  (part-time) 
(to  23.7.70) 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Gallop,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Atkins,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C.,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  Y.  F.  Lee,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
(to  24.12.70) 

Miss  T.  V.  S.  Smith,  S.R.N.,  H.V.Cert.  (from  9.9.70) 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Wray,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  (from  27.9.70) 

Miss  M.  H.  Orfeur,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  (from  1.9.70) 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor: 

Miss  J.  E.  Bailey,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  T.A.Cert. 
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Clinic  Nurses  {Part-time): 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Luscombe,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  B.  Campbell,  S.R.N. 

Matron,  Riverside  Day  Nursery: 

Miss  E.  V.  Cresswell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Deputy  Superintendent,  Home  Nursing  Service: 

Miss  A.  J.  Shackell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse 

Council  Midwives: 

Miss  I.  M.  M.  Ward,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  I.  A.  Trueman,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (to  11.4.70) 

Mrs.  D.  Howard,  S.E.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  G.  Flint,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  A.  Y.  Seckley,  S.E.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Brooks,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (from  29.6.70) 

Home  Nurses: 

Mrs.  T.  Allen,  S.E.N. 

Miss  D.  P.  Ayre,  S.R.N.  (from  10.8.70) 

Miss  K.  Bayes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (from  1.2.70) 

Mrs.  J.  Bishop,  S.R.N.  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  M.  Bray,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  C.  Browning,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  E.  Chapman,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  V.  Collett,  S.R.N.  (Part-time) 

Miss  M.  Davis,  S.E.N. 

Mrs.  Z.  Davis,  S.E.N.  (Part-time) 

Miss  J.  M.  Draisey,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  E.  Dunn,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  M.  Harvey,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Harwood,  S.R.N.  (Part-time)  (from  11.5.70) 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Holbrook,  S.R.N.  (Part-time)  (from  1.12.70) 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Indoe,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse 

Mr.  L.  W.  Keepin,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (to  31.7.70) 

Mrs.  V.  Leadbeater,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Part-time)  (to  31.1.70) 

Mrs.  E.  Love,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Part-time) 

Miss  G.  P.  Preston-Thomas,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  H.  K.  Prutton,  S.R.N.  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  Y.  B.  Saunders,  S.R.N. 

Miss  J.  Scott,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Stevens,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  D.  R.  Taylor,  S.R.N.  (from  2.2.70  to  30.11.70) 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Toogood,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  M.  O.  Usher,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  S.  Yarrow,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Whittaker,  S.R.N.  (to  31.1.70) 

Chief  Social  Welfare  Ojficer: 

C.  Salmon,  A.M.I.S.W. 
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Deputy  Chief  Social  Welfare  Officer  and  Superintendent  of  Mental  Health 
Services: 

A.  Austin,  M.S.M.W.O. 

Senior  Social  Worker: 

Miss  A.  C.  Tanner,  Dip.  Soc.  Studies  (Part-time) 

Mental  Welfare  Officers: 

J.  G.  McLeod,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N.,  C.S.W.  (Senior) 

Miss  M.  P.  Prior,  C.S.W. 

S.  F.  Bute,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N.,  C.S.W.  (to  31.3.70) 

R.  C.  Reynolds,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N. 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Sheridan,  C.S.W. 

G.  E.  Ryan,  (Trainee) 

Social  Worker  {Part-time): 

Mrs.  P.  E.  Longley 

Rehabilitation  Officers: 

Miss  S.  M.  Jenkins,  M.A.O.T.,  S.R.O.T.  (Senior) 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Heavers,  M.A.O.T.,  S.R.O.T.  (Part-time) 

Male  Technical  Instructor: 

P.  Simmons,  C.G.L.I.,  O.N.C. 

Head  Teacher  Supervisor,  Millbrook  Training  Centre  and  Lime  Grove 
School: 

Miss  I.  L.  Wills,  N.A.M.H.  Diploma 

Supervisor  Teachers,  Lime  Grove  School: 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Parker,  N.A.M.H.  Diploma 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Dennis,  N.A.M.H.  Diploma 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Page,  N.A.M.H.  Diploma  (from  30.11.70) 

General  Assistants,  Lime  Grove  School: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hubbard  (to  31.12.70) 

Mrs.  G.  I.  Taylor  (to  31.12.70) 

General  Duties  Assistant,  Lime  Grove  School: 

Mrs.  C.  Whitehead 

Supervisor  Teachers,  Millbrook  Training  Centre: 

Mrs.  Y.  Thompson,  N.A.M.H.  Diploma  (to  30.4.70) 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Page,  N.A.M.H.  Diploma  (from  1.7.70  to  29.11.70) 

Assistant  Supervisors,  Millbrook  Training  Centre: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hunt  (from  23.11.70) 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Gould 

Handicraft  Instructors,  Millbrook  Training  Centre: 

S.  J.  Gray 

F.  G.  Hawkins 
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Springfield  Hostel,  Superintendent : 

Mr.  A.  Mills,  S.E.N. 

Springfield  Hostel,  Matron: 

Mrs.  M.  Mills,  R.M.N. 

Home  Help  Organiser: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Reeves 

Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser: 

Miss  E.  Coates  (Part-time) 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  V.  Redston,  D.P.A.,  F.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  W.  Dhenin,  F.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

R.  J.  Pendlebury,  D.P.A.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  G.  I.  Smith,  D.P.A.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

R.  E.  Adams,  M.A.P.H.I. 

T.  Hemmings,  M.A.P.H.I. 

W.  J.  Pearce,  M.A.P.H.I. 

R.  J.  Hill,  M.A.P.H.I. 

A.  J.  Pentecost,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Pupil  Inspector: 

H.  R.  Nowell 

Technical  Assistant: 

R.  E.  Hanham 

City  Analyst: 

G.  V.  James,  M.B.E.,  M.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.I.C. 

Clerical  Staff: 

C.  J.  Taylor,  D.P.A.,  Senior  Administrative  Officer 

R.  G.  Lavis,  D.P.A.,  Deputy  Senior  Administrative  Officer 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Read 

A.  Ashman 

Mrs.  M.  Hurd 

Mrs.  B.  O’Neill 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Hughes 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Breyley 

Mrs.  G.  Reed 

Miss  J.  Sawyer 

Miss  P.  J.  Heal 

Miss  M.  A.  Maddox  (to  6.3.70) 

Miss  S.  Bowles  (to  19.4.70) 

Mrs.  J.  Gear 

Miss  E.  Coates  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Fallon 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Nash  (Part-time)  (to  23.2.70) 

Miss  M.  Drewett  (from  20.4.70) 

Miss  M.  M.  Trim  (Temporary)  (from  3.8.70) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer 
R.  M.  ROSS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
For  the  Year  1970 


CITY  OF  BATH  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Mr.  Councillor  E.  S.  Jenkins 
Deputy  Chairman:  Alderman  Mrs.  K.  M.  Coates 

Aldermen: 

R.  F.  Emmerson,  W.  H.  Gallop,  Mrs.  A.  E.  M.  Hanna,  R.  G.  Hiscocks, 
A.  C.  Knight,  R.  H.  Purdie,  A.  L.  Ricketts,  W.  H.  Rossiter 


Councillors: 


Mrs.  L.  Ashman,  Miss  J.  Attwood,  Dr.  M.  Clark,  L.  J.  H.  Coombs, 
T.  J.  Cornish,  W.  C.  Cox,  P.  R.  Dillon,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Hobbs,  B.  S.  P.  Jones, 
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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  in  previous  years  it  is  my  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  during  1970 
the  health  of  the  children  attending  the  schools  maintained  by  this 
Authority  has  been  satisfactory. 

Referring  to  last  year’s  report  about  the  number  of  cases  of  infective 
jaundice,  I am  able  to  report  that  the  number  of  cases  occurring  during 
1970  was  very  much  reduced. 

During  the  year  two  increases  in  establishment  were  approved.  One 
was  an  increase  in  Speech  therapist  posts  to  two  full-time  posts.  A need 
was  demonstrated  and  the  increase  in  establishment  is  welcomed  as  in 
these  times  of  a national  shortage  of  Speech  Therapists  the  chance  of 
maintaining  a service  is  increased  with  the  provision  of  two  full-time  posts. 

The  other  post  newly  established  was  that  of  part-time  dental  surgery 
assistant,  with  sessions  for  dental  health  education  in  the  schools.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  to  lessen  the  effects  of  dental  decay  by  conservative 
treatment  but  an  effective  campaign  to  encourage  a higher  standard  of 
dental  care  among  children  must  also  be  pursued. 

Following  official  approval  of  a suitable  vaccine,  this  year  we  were 
able  to  offer  all  girls  aged  13  years  vaccination  against  Rubella  (German 
measles).  This  vaccine  should  help  to  prevent  the  tragedies  of  congenital 
deformities  due  to  maternal  rubella  during  pregnancy.  Although  vaccina- 
tion was  not  started  until  December,  the  response  from  parents  was  very 
satisfactory  and  122  girls  were  vaccinated  in  December  with  many  more 
arranged  for  January  1971. 

Next  year  we  hope  to  offer  rubella  vaccination  to  all  girls  between  1 1 
and  13  years  of  age  so  that  in  subsequent  years  vaccination  can  be  offered 
to  the  11  year  old  girls  in  their  first  year  of  secondary  education. 

Finally  I must  thank  Dr.  Wilkes  and  all  those  concerned  with  the 
effective  running  of  the  School  Health  Service  for  their  continuing  support 
throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  M.  ROSS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer 
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School  Population: 


L.E.A.  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

L.E. A.  Maintained  School  Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,554 

Bi-lateral  3,554 

Secondary  Modern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,303 

Primary  Junior  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,334 

Primary  Infants  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3,176 

Day  Special  E.S.N.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  159 

Day  Special  Maladjusted  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 


12,554 


Average  percentage  attendance  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  92-04 

Records  transferred  to  other  Authorities  . . . . . . . . 401 

Records  requested  from  other  authorities  ..  ..  ..  ..  513 

Records  received  . . . . . . . . . . . . 408 


Medical  Inspection: 

Medical  Officers  visit  the  schools  regularly  during  each  term,  usually 
once  or  twice  a month.  During  the  year  289  visits  were  made  and  4,643 
medical  inspections  performed.  Following  this  852  treatable  defects  were 
discovered  and  2,051  defects  were  referred  for  further  observation. 

School  children  receive  comprehensive  medical  inspection  during  the 
first  and  last  year  in  Primary  School,  and  again  during  the  last  year  in 
Senior  School  as  part  of  a regular  routine.  However,  any  child  who  is 
thought  to  need  more  frequent  examinations  is  seen  as  often  as  is  necessary. 

Routine  Screening  Tests: 

Routine  Screening  procedures  are  carried  out  at  regular  periods  during 
the  child’s  school  life.  Vision  is  tested  at  the  initial  medical  inspection  and 
again  when  children  reach  their  7th,  9th  and  11th  years,  and  yearly  there- 
after. Colour  vision  is  tested  using  Ishihara  plates  on  each  boy  when  he 
has  his  intermediate  medical  inspection  during  his  11th  year  and  repeat 
tests  are  performed  on  any  boy  who  fails.  The  hearing  of  all  children  is 
tested  in  their  first  year  at  school  using  the  Sweep  Test  technique.  Foot 
inspections  are  held  every  term  in  the  Junior  and  Secondary  Schools. 

Inspection  by  School  Nurses: 

This  work  once  undertaken  by  full-time  School  Nurses  is  now  carried 
out  by  15  Health  Visitors/School  Nurses,  assisted  by  2 part-time  School 
Clinic  Nurses.  The  combined  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse  works  in  those 
schools  which  come  within  her  district  and  she  visits  them  weekly. 

Routine  Inspections: 

School  Nurses  made  1,068  school  visits  and  691  home  visits  in  1970. 
During  regular  school  visits  the  following  examinations  are  carried  out: 

(a)  Eye  Testing  is  performed  every  two  years  in  the  Primary  Schools 
and  annually  in  the  Secondary  Schools. 

(b)  Foot  Inspections  are  held  in  Junior  and  Secondary  Schools  every 
term. 

(c)  Head  Inspection  and  Cleanliness.  There  has  been  no  need  to 
issue  Cleansing  Notices.  In  connection  with  cleanliness  inspec- 
tion, 415  school  visits  and  159  home  visits  have  been  made 
involving  18,876  examinations  of  individual  children  from  which 
120  new  cases  of  scalp  infestation  have  been  discovered. 
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Health  Education: 

Health  education  is  the  work  of  everyone  in  the  School  Health  Service, 
but  during  one  week  in  December  two  special  events  took  place  which 
although  unrelated  in  subject  matter  had  a combined  impact  for  the 
principle  of  Health  Education. 

One  was  the  visit  of  Pierre  the  Clown,  who  visited  Primary  Schools, 
the  Day  Nursery  and  some  Play  Groups,  to  emphasise  in  a unique  way 
the  importance  of  dental  care. 

The  other  event,  arranged  with  the  Health  Education  Council,  was 
the  visit  of  a mobile  exhibition  concerned  with  the  subject  of  “Cancer 
Education”.  The  exhibition  was  manned  by  Health  Department  staff,  and 
although  primarily  intended  for  the  adult  population  invitations  were 
issued  to  alt  Secondary  Schools  to  visit  it  during  its  stay  alongside  the 
Abbey. 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

The  School  Medical  Officer  continues  to  function  as  a co-ordinator  in 
the  provision  of  special  educational  treatment  for  individual  handicapped 
pupils.  This  involves  maintaining  a fruitful  liaison  with  the  other  specialities 
that  are  involved  in  providing  the  facilities  for  ascertainment  and  treat- 
ment, bearing  in  mind  all  the  time  that  each  child’s  needs  are  unique  but 
facilities  not  unlimited. 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Pupils: 

At  present  Bath  is  responsible  for  no  blind  pupils.  There  are  4 Partially 
Sighted  pupils,  one  attends  a Residential  School  at  Exhall  Grange, 
Coventry,  two  attend  daily  at  the  South  Bristol  Open  Air  School  and  one 
Partially  Sighted  pupil  has  been  transferred  to  Penn  Hill  School. 

Deaf  and  Partially  Hearing  Pupils: 

Deaf  Pupils:  Four  children  receive  education  by  special  methods  not 
involving  the  use  of  naturally  acquired  speech  or  language.  Two  of  those 
children  attend  the  Residential  School  in  Exeter,  while  the  other  two  attend 
daily  at  Elmfield  School,  Bristol. 

Partially  Hearing  Pupils  : Five  pupils  continue  to  attend  residential 
and  day  schools  as  shown. 


Residential:  Mary  Hare  Grammar  School,  Newbury,  Berks.  ..  ..  1 

Royal  West  of  England  School  for  the  Deaf,  Exeter  . . 1 

Day:  Elmfield  School,  Bristol  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Kingswood  School,  Bath  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Partially  Hearing  Units: 

Bath  County 

Moorlands  Infants’  School,  Bath  . . . . . . 2 4 

South  Twerton  Junior  School,  Bath  . . . . . . 5 1 


Seven  children  of  school  age  have  been  supplied  with  new  hearing 
aids,  one  of  them  being  a replacement  of  an  aid  previously  supplied. 

Including  those  attending  independent  schools  46  children  are  known 
to  be  fitted  with  hearing  aids. 

Audiometry  Tests  were  carried  out  by  School  Doctors: 

One  check  51,  two  checks  6,  three  checks  2. 
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Miss  J.  Fish,  Senior  Teacher  of  the  Deaf  reports  as  follows: 

Detection  and  Education  of  the  Deaf 


“Increased  general  awareness  of  deafness  its  problems,  limitations 
and  effects  continues  to  ensure  early  investigation  nowadays. 

The  stigma  attached  to  the  disorder  is  gradually  being  reduced  so  that 
the  ensuing  problems  can  be  viewed  more  realistically.  Interest  shown  by 
T.V.,  radio  and  the  press  is  bringing  about  a change  of  attitude  which,  on 
the  whole,  is  a healthy  sign. 

The  nationwide  increase  in  emotional  and  mental  problems  has  been 
reflected  in  the  number  of  children  who  also  become  distressed.  Consequent 
states  of  withdrawal,  tension  and  “day-dreaming”  exhibit  a breakdown  in 
communication  which  has  much  in  common  with  deafness.  This  could 
account  for  the  greater  number  of  referrals  for  hearing  assessments  during 
1970. 


Of  the  498  referred,  71  were  pre-school  cases  and  427  of  school  age 
coming  from  the  following  sources: 


Pre-School  School  Age 


Referred  via; 


School  Audiometrician  (Screening  test  failures)  . . 

— 

292 

School  M.O’s 

16 

94 

R.U.H.  Consultants 

10 

6 

General  Practitioners 

13 

15 

Health  Visitors 

30 

— 

Parents,  teachers,  etc. 

4 

20 

Babies  referred  were  largely  those  “at  risk”  because  of  rhesus  incom- 
patibility, maternal  infections  or  heredity  factors  plus  several  with  middle 
ear  disorders.  Toddlers  showed  mainly  communication  problems  related 
to  defective  or  retarded  speech,  whereas  failures  amongst  the  5 to  1 1 year 
olds  besides  communication  problems,  presented  mainly  recurrent  middle 
ear  and  catarrhal  conductive-type  hearing  loss.  Often  a good  hard  nose- 
blow  increases  hearing  ability,  but  so  many  youngsters  fail  to  appreciate 
this. 

Of  the  10  hearing  aids  fitted,  2 were  for  teenagers,  1 was  for  an  8 
month  old  baby  and  the  others  were  mostly  for  primary  school  use. 

The  Partially  Hearing  Units  continued  to  prove  their  worth  and  cater 
for  children  who  cannot  fully  manage  in  an  ordinary  class  with  help. 
Because  of  limited  accommodation  in  Schools  for  the  Deaf  we  have  more 
severely  handicapped  children  than  is  usual  in  a P.H.  Unit.  One  child  has 
integrated  fully  and  returned  to  the  normal  Junior  Class  and  other 
partially  hearing  children  were  coping  satisfactorily  with  hearing  aids  and 
remedial  help  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  county  applicants  had  to  be 
refused  places  at  Infant  Unit  stage  because  their  subsequent  transfer  after 
a short  time  to  Junior  Unit  would  have  been  impossible.  One  child  in  need 
of  residential  care  and  training  was  accepted  at  Exeter  School  for  the  Deaf, 
and  three  other  profoundly  deaf  children  were  recommended  for  places 
at  Bristol.  Lack  of  accommodation  meant  that  their  names  had  to  be  put 
on  a waiting  list. 

It  is  greatly  regretted  that  no  Senior  School  P.H.  Unit  provision  is 
available  in  the  area  at  present.  Bath  has  been  fortunate  in  that  its  secondary 
age  partially  hearing  pupils  have  succeeded  in  either  reaching  Grammar 
School  standard  or  been  able  to  integrate  fully  into  the  normal  Secondary 
Schools  with  occasional  remedial  help.  The  future  pupils  do  not  promise 
to  reach  this  level  however,  being  more  severely  handicapped,  therefore  a 
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more  determined  effort  must  be  made  to  make  some  senior  provision  if  the 
Service  as  a whole  is  to  succeed. 

Environmental  pollution  has  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion, 
action  and  protest  throughout  1970. 

Extraneous  noise  has  a subtle  effect  on  children’s  listening  habits. 
Although  there  is  no  actual  evidence  available  locally  to  show  that  exposure 
to  loud  pop-music  produces  hearing  deterioration,  there  is  a noticeable 
inability  to  concentrate  on  active  listening  where  children  have  been 
accustomed  to  a continuous  background  of  radio,  T.V.  and  similar  passive 
listening. 

This  calls  for  some  attention,  especially  when  active  listening  is 
essential  to  education”. 

Delicate  Pupils: 

Bath  is  responsible  for  one  child  who  transferred  from  Devon  but 
who  is  continuing  his  schooling  at  Heathercombe  Brake  School. 

A placement  is  being  sought  for  one  other  child. 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  Pupils: 

As  in  previous  years  Penn  Hill  School  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Hughes  continues  to  provide  the  environment  of  specialised  teaching  that 
is  necessary  for  those  children  who  are  unable  to  manage  successfully  in 
an  ordinary  school. 

There  are  now  no  Bath  pupils  at  residential  schools  for  Educationally 
Sub-normal  as  2 children  previously  so  placed  have  now  left  after  reaching 
school  leaving  age. 

Admitted  to  Penn  Hill  School  1970  (Formal)  . . 8 

Admitted  to  Penn  Hill  School  1970  (Informal)  . . . . . . . . 25 

Children  known  to  be  on  the  register  31.12.70: 


Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Bath  . . 

18 

121 

139 

County 

18 

1 

19 

Total 

36 

122 

158 

Left  school  to  employment 

Bath 

12 

County 

3 

Left  area  . . 

4 

1 

Transfer  to  Secondary  Modem  School 
Transferred  to  Lime  Grove  Training  Centre  . . 
Transferred  to  County  Training  Centre 

1 

1 

1 

Epileptic : 

The  only  pupil  classified  as  Epileptic  now  attends  Penn  Hill  Day 
School. 

Maladjusted  Pupils: 

The  Wansdyke  School  for  Maladjusted  Pupils  under  the  direction  of 
the  Headmaster,  Mr.  W.  R.  Hatton  continues  to  fulfil  the  need  for  a 
school  which  is  able  to  help  pupils  in  this  category  who  are  able  to  obtain 
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benefit  as  day  pupils  and  continue  to  live  in  their  own  homes.  The  only 
alternative  provision  that  can  usually  be  made  is  residential  schooling. 
There  are  now  13  children  placed  in  residential  schools. 


Residential:  Burnt  Norton  School,  Chipping  Campden  . . . . 1 

Cam  House  School,  Dursley  . . . . . . . . 2 

Chaigley  School,  Thelwall,  Nr.  Warrington  . . . . 1 

Horncastle  School,  East  Grinstead  . . . . . . 1 

Kingham  Hill  School,  Kingham,  Oxon.  . . . . 1 

Littlegreen  School,  Compton,  Chichester  . . . . 1 

St.  Monica’s  School,  Warminster,  Wilts.  . . . . . . 1 

St.  Joseph’s  School,  East  Finchley,  London  . . . . 1 

Sidcot  School,  Winscombe,  Somerset  . . . . 1 

Sutcliffe  School,  Winsley,  Nr.  Bradford-on-Avon  . . 2 

Swalcliffe  Park  School,  Swalcliffe,  Nr.  Banbury,  Oxon.  . . I 
Day:  La  Sainte  Union  Convent,  Bath  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Colston  School,  Bristol  . . . . . . . . 1 

Grosvenor  High  School,  Bath  . . . . . . . . 1 

Kingswood  School,  Bath  . . . . . . . . 1 

St.  Christopher’s  School,  Bristol  . . . . . . . . 2 

Wansdyke  School,  Bath  . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Class  for  Non-communicating  Children  at  Parkside  Infants’  School, 

Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 


CHILD  AND  FAMILY  GUIDANCE  SERVICE 

Report  of  Director— Dv.  A.  C.  Fairburn 

Psychiatric  Social  Workers: 

During  1970,  the  Child  and  Family  Guidance  Team  operated  more 
effectively  despite  the  very  heavy  case  loads  for  Mrs.  Helen  Whittam  and 
Miss  Paula  Toyne.  Through  the  increase  of  establishment  of  one  full-time 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker  we  were  able  to  welcome  a third  Senior 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  Mr.  Gordon  Humphreys,  in  September,  1970. 

Our  work  is  firmly  based  on  intensive  counselling  of  families  and 
progress  with  these  children  is  often  held  back  to  the  matching  level  of 
progress  of  their  families.  To  cure  a disturbed  attitude  absorbs  much 
personal  specialist  time,  and  yet  its  damaging  (alienating  or  undermining) 
effect  on  the  child  can  be  obvious  to  our  team  members. 

The  treatment  time  available  for  children  has  doubled,  chiefly  through 
the  work  of  Miss  Ruth  Anderson,  our  play  therapist.  With  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Yvonne  Wiley,  Senior  Registrar  in  Child  Psychiatry  (South 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board)  to  work  for  three  sessions  with  the  clinic 
team,  more  treatment  time  is  available  and  again  the  lack  of  social  work 
resources  is  a partial  handicap. 

Consultant  Sessions: 

Fortunately  Dr.  Arthur  Guirdham,  who  retired  from  his  consultancy 
work  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  has  been  able  to  continue  his 
weekly  child  psychiatric  session  at  North  Parade  Buildings. 

As  our  case-finding  improves,  the  earlier  referrals  (especially  of  pre- 
school children)  and  the  extra  liaison  with  Social  Service  and  Probation 
Departments  (which  do  not  appear  in  the  annual  figures)  will  undoubtedly 
strain  our  diagnostic  resources. 

Social  Education: 

We  have,  severally,  continued  to  work  in  this  important  field,  being 
convinced  that,  with  more  resources  devoted  to  education  for  Family  Life 
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and  Parenthood,  the  parents  of  the  future  will  cope  better  in  the  normal 
problems  and  crises  of  family  life.  Recognising  the  need  for  professional 
help  in  one’s  private  crises  is  often  difficult,  especially  in  early  parenthood. 
It  is  surprising  how  much  thought  the  older  children  give  to  this. 

Psychiatric  team-work  uses  socio-medical  skills  to  elucidate  a family’s 
psycho-pathology  and  then  to  apply  corrective  insights  when  it  is  felt  that 
these  can  be  understood.  An  example:  the  under-rated  child  who,  for  years 
feels  that  adults  expect  only  a second-rater,  learns  to  avoid  problems,  and 
becomes  a despondent  adolescent,  without  direction,  inward-looking  and 
extremely  difficult  to  reach  personally.  Building  up  confidence  in  such  a 
youngster,  linked  perhaps  with  remedial  work  and  vocational  guidance,  is 
a frequent  aspect  of  our  work;  throughout,  one  often  feels  that  there  might 
have  been  earlier  opportunities  for  preventive  work,  either  by  means  of 
parental  education  or  through  informal  consultations  before  a problem  has 
arisen  and  reached  the  status  of  “a  case”. 


CHILD  AND  FAMILY  GUIDANCE  SERVICE 


Annual  Figures  1970 


Continuing  cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 

Referrals  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 102 

336 

Sessions  held  by  Psychiatrists  . . . . . . . . . . 214 

Total  attendance  at  Psychiatrists’  clinics  . . . . . . 687 

Diagnostic  interviews  . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Treatment  appointments  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  615 

Referred  by: 

Family  Doctor  . . . . . . 23 

Hospital  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

School  Medical  Officers  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Health  Visitors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Educational  Psychologists  . . . . 23 

Head  Teachers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Juvenile  Courts  and  Probation  Officers  . . . . . . 2 

Children’s  Department  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Mental  Health  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Parents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Re-referrals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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Reasons  for  Referral: 


Nervous  disorders  . . . . . . 19 

Habit  disorders  . . . . . . 6 

Behaviour  difficulties  . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Educational  and  vocational  difficulties  . . . . . . 24 

Mental  retardation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Disturbed  family  situation  . . 1 

Severe  communication  disorder  . . . . . . . . 2 
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How  Old  and  New  Cases  in  the  year  have  been  dealt  with: 

Treatment  by  Psychiatrist  . . . . . . . . . . 146 

Treatment  by  Play  Therapist  . . . . 20 

Casework  with  P.S.W.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Boarding  Maladjusted  schools  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Day  Maladjusted  School  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Approved  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Transfer  to  R.U.H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Seen  once  for  Diagnosis  only  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Transferred  to  School  Psychological  Service  . . . . . . 4 

Closures  1969  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  51 

Non-communication  Class  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Lime  Grove  School  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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Play  Therapist: 

Clinic  interviews  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 

Home  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Day  Nursery  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

School  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

130 

Psychiatric  Social  Workers: 

Home  visits  and  other  . . . . . . . . . . . . 554 

Clinic  interviews  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512 

School  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 


1,183 


Analysis  of  Closures: 

Improved  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Left  school  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Left  area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Withdrawn  before  completion  . . . . . . . . 12 

Admitted  to  Approved  School  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Seen  once  for  Diagnosis  only  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Transferred  to  School  Psychological  Service  . . . . . . 1 
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Physically  Handicapped  Pupils: 

Five  children  are  so  handicapped  that  their  needs  are  best  met  by 
residential  placement  at  a Special  School. 

Residential:  Dame  Hannah  Rogers’ School,  Ivybridge,  Devon  ..  1 

Florence  Treloar  School,  Holybourne,  Alton,  Hants.  . . 1 

Ingfield  Manor  School,  Nr.  Billingshurst,  Sussex  . . 1 

Meldreth  Training  School,  Melbourn,  Nr.  Royston, 

Herts.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Princess  Margaret  School,  Taunton,  Somerset  . . 1 

However,  three  other  children  are  able  to  attend  as  day  pupils; 

Day:  La  Sainte  Union  Convent,  Bath  1 

St.  Christopher’s  School,  Bristol  . . . . . . 1 

South  Bristol  Open  Air  School,  Bristol  . . . . 1 
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Speech  Defects: 

Miss  A.  Swaffield,  Speech  Therapist  reports  as  follows; 

“During  this  year  we  were  pleased  to  extend  our  staff  to  two  full-time 
members  when  we  were  joined  in  August  by  Miss  K.  Watkin. 

Clinics  have  been  held  at  Sawclose,  Twerton  Clinic  and  St.  Saviour’s 
Clinic  and  the  number  of  weekly  visits  to  Penn  Hill  School,  Lime  Grove 
School  and  Riverside  Day  Nursery  have  increased.  One  treatment  session 
per  week  has  also  been  spent  at  the  Newbridge  Schools  and  Southdown 
School  by  Miss  Watkin  therefore  reducing  the  amount  of  time  the  children 
spend  in  travelling  to  the  clinics.  The  number  of  pre-school  children  and 
children  in  their  first  year  at  school  attending  the  clinics  have  increased 
indicating  greater  awareness  amongst  the  community  that  help  and 
guidance  concerning  speech  given  early  in  a child’s  life  are  very  beneficial 
to  his  progress’’. 

For  statistical  information  on  Speech  Defects  see  Table  4. 

Enuresis  Alarms : 

Such  was  the  demand  for  these  alarms  that  2 additional  outfits  were 
purchased.  Alarms  were  issued  to  23  cases  who  after  a 6 to  8 week  trial 
were  asked  to  report  on  their  usefulness.  No  success  was  reported  in  14 
instances,  which  while  being  a disappointment  may  be  due  in  part  to 
inadequate  or  misdirected  use. 

Minor  Ailments: 

Continuing  the  trend  of  previous  years  the  need  for  such  a clinic  is 
steadily  declining,  although  medical  and  nursing  advice  is  usually  available 
at  Bluecoat  House.  The  schools  themselves  are  now  sufficiently  well 
equipped  and  experienced  to  deal  with  the  minor  emergencies,  anything 
more  serious  being  despatched  to  the  Casualty  Department  of  a hospital. 
Any  continued  treatment  can  be  given  by  the  School  Nurse  at  the  child’s 
school,  a factor  which  reduces  to  a minimum,  the  time  a pupil  is  away  from 
school. 


Miscellaneous  injuries  . . . . . . 199 

Other  skin  lesions,  vast  majority  warts  . . Ill 

Impetigo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  schools  by  School  Nurses  ..  1,298 

Number  of  follow-up  treatments  . . . . . . . . 575 


Referral  for  Consultant  Advice:  (excluding  cases  with  visual  defects) 

During  the  course  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  the  School  Medical 
Officers  discovered  92  cases  which  required  further  investigation.  Of  these 
92  cases  15  were  initially  referred  to  their  family  doctors  who  except  in  1 
case  asked  the  Medical  Officer  to  arrange  the  appropriate  appointment. 

The  table  below  classifies  the  type  of  defect  discovered  and  subsequent 
referral  to  a Specialist. 

Referred  for  Hearing  Assessment  to  R.H.B.  E.N.T.  Surgeon  ..  13 

Referred  to  Paediatricians  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

14 


The  remaining  77  cases  discovered  by  School  Medical  Officers  were 
referred  to  their  family  doctors  for  investigation. 
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Specialist  Clinics: 

(a)  Ophthalmic  referrals: 

Bath  Eye  Infirmary  continues  to  see  children  with  ophthalmic  pro- 
blems at  2 clinics  each  week  allowing  for  6 new  cases  and  6 continuing  cases 
to  be  seen.  As  in  previous  years  problems  of  refractive  error  provide  the 
greatest  number  of  cases,  115  new  cases  being  seen  in  1970. 

Since  the  appointment  of  an  orthoptist  to  the  “mixed”  post  mentioned 
in  a previous  report,  the  provision  of  orthoptic  treatment  of  squints  has 
been  possible. 

For  statistical  information  see  Table  2 at  the  end  of  this  report. 

(b)  Orthopaedic : 

This  valuable  service  is  provided  in  collaboration  with  the  Bath 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Sessions  continue  to  be  held  at  Blue 
Coat  House,  which  situated  as  it  is  in  the  centre  of  the  City  reduces  some 
of  the  inconvenience  suffered  by  mothers  who  may  have  to  attend  accom- 
panied by  younger  children. 

Mr.  Bliss  has  taken  over  from  Mr.  Kirkup  in  providing  the  consultant 
advice  at  these  clinics. 

(c)  E.N.T.: 

In  addition  to  the  routine  referral  children  suffering  from  defects  of 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  to  the  Hospital  Out-patients,  after  reference  to  their 
family  doctor  we  are  fortunate  in  having  regular  meetings  of  professional 
staff  to  discuss  individual  cases. 

Boarding  Out  Examinations : 

Three  Ways  Children’s  Home  continue  to  receive  twice  weekly  visits 
from  one  of  the  School  Doctors  and  in  addition  visits  are  made  quarterly 
to  Belle  Vue  House  and  also  to  Rosemary  Lodge.  Annual  boarding  out 
medicals  are  completed  on  children  in  care  during  the  summer  holidays. 

Infectious  Disease : 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  Bath  schoolchildren 
are  set  out  in  the  table  below.  Once  again  the  figures  reflect  a low  level  of 
notifiable  disease  and  there  has  been  no  necessity  to  close  school  or  class 
during  the  year. 

Compared  with  last  year  the  number  of  infective  jaundice  reported 
has  been  greatly  reduced. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  that  the  notifications  of  measles  has 
increased  compared  with  the  previous  2 years. 


Table:  Notifiable  disease  occurring  in  schoolchildren  1965-70. 


Disease 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Measles  . . 

176 

60 

57 

380 

297 

367 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

20 

13 

22 

11 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

3 

18 

18 

15 

8 

Dysentery 

20 

15 

3 

29 

7 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

T.B.  (Non-pulmonary)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

T.B.  (Pulmonary) 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

46 

174 

21 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  meningitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 


Immunisation: 

The  opportunity  is  taken  at  routine  medical  inspections  to  assess  a 
child’s  immunisation  state  and  oflfer  an  appointment  to  bring  it  “up  to 
date”. 

As  reported  in  the  opening  letter,  rubella  (German  measles)  vaccina- 
tion was  offered  for  the  first  time  to  13  year  old  girls  in  maintained  and 
independent  schools.  Although  the  figures  shown  relate  to  December  only, 
the  response  by  parents  was  favourable. 

Table:  Number  of  schoolchildren  immunised  1970. 


Primary 

Booster 

Diphtheria 

86 

1,657 

Pertussis 

8 

69 

Tetanus 

295 

1,813 

Poliomyelitis 

106 

1,579 

Smallpox  . . 

34 

84 

Measles 

487 

— 

Rubella 

122 



Parents  of  13  year  old  children  were  given  the  opportunity  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  if  preliminary  testing  revealed  no 
previous  exposure  to  tuberculosis.  The  preliminary  test  was  accepted  by 
1,117  pupils  in  this  age  group  and  of  these,  212  were  found  to  be  positive 
(95  being  positive  as  a result  of  previous  B.C.G.  vaccination).  Of  the  862 
found  to  be  negative  849  came  forward  for  vaccination  with  B.C.G. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER,  1970 

During  the  year  we  continued  with  a strength  of  two  full-time  Dental 
Officers. 

The  Consultant  Anaesthetists  continued  to  average  just  over  one 
session  per  week.  The  number  of  fillings  shows  a marked  increase.  The 
number  of  extractions  shows  a welcome  decrease.  All  the  schools  were 
inspected  during  the  year. 

In  the  field  of  dental  education  visits  were  paid  to  the  Junior  schools 
and  talks  given  on  oral  hygiene. 

The  film  “No  toothache  for  Eskimos”  was  obtained  and  shown  to 
those  schools  who  had  a projector. 

In  December  “Pierre  the  Clown”  paid  us  a week’s  visit.  Mr.  Hutton 
took  him  to  the  Junior  and  Infant  schools  and  also  to  the  playgroups.  His 
visit  seems  to  have  been  very  popular  with  the  children. 

The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  the  work  done  during  the  year: 

1.  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officer: 

(a)  First  inspection  at  school  . . . . . . . . . . 9,983 

(ft)  First  inspection  at  clinic  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  871 

Total  (1)  10,854 
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2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,821 

3.  Number  offered  treatment  . . . . . . . . . . 2,029 

4.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  . . 3,309 

5.  Half  days  devoted  to: 

Periodic  inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 

Treatment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732 

Total  (5)  824 


6.  Fillings: 

Permanent  teeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,053 

Temporary  teeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 477 


Total  (6)  3,530 


7.  Extractions: 

Permanent  teeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 247 

Temporary  teeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 503 


Total  (7)  750 


8.  Administration  of  General  Anaesthetic  for  extraction  . . . . 399 

9.  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  dentures  . . . . 15 

10.  Cases  referred  to  the  Consultant  Orthodontist  . . . . 1 


EDUCATION  WELFARE 

I thank  Mr.  G.  Fear,  Chief  Education  Welfare  Officer  for  the  follow- 
ing information: 

Employment  of  Children: 

Number  of  pupils  employed  in: 

Delivery  of  newspapers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  181 

Other  employment  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  114 

The  Education  Welfare  Department  is  responsible  for  the  registration 
for  employment  of  all  children  of  compulsory  school  age. 

Spot  checks  are  carried  out  by  the  Education  Welfare  Officers  on 
places  of  employment. 

All  known  employers  of  children  of  compulsory  school  age  are 
supplied  with  a copy  of  the  Bye-laws  and  the  co-operation  of  the  employers 
is  sought  to  ensure  that  the  conditions  as  laid  down  in  the  Bye-laws  are 
observed. 

Children  seen  at  school  on  routine  medical  examinations  are  on 
occasions  found  to  be  working  but  not  registered  for  employment.  These 
cases  are  referred  to  this  department  and  dealt  with  without  delay. 

A medical  examination  prior  to  the  issue  of  an  employment  card  is 
carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Home  Tuition: 

The  number  of  children  receiving  home  tuition  during  the  course  of 
a year  fluctuates  considerably. 

This  service  is  usually  provided  for  children  who  are  unable  to  attend 
school  for  short  periods  due  to  some  form  of  disability. 

During  the  year  five  children  admitted  to  maintained  schools  have 
received  home  tuition  in  order  to  assist  them  to  cope  with  the  normal 
curriculum  of  the  schools,  some  receiving  this  tuition  at  the  Child  and 
Family  Guidance  Clinic. 
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Tuition  is  also  provided  in  local  hospitals,  the  Spastics  Unit  and  at  the 
Riverside  Day  Nursery  where  appropriate. 

Provision  of  Transport: 

Transport  to  school  is  provided  for  children  in  need  of  such  assist- 
ance, and  all  pupils  are  regularly  investigated  to  ascertain  whether  they 
continue  to  receive  this  assistance. 

Provision  of  Transport: 

Transport  provided  (new  cases)  during  the  year  . . . . . . 48 

Transport  discontinued  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 21 

Transport  continuing  at  31.12.70  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  106 

The  106  children  receiving  transport  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
conveyed  as  follows : 


To  Special  Schools  in  Bristol  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

To  Penn  Hill  Day  School  . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

To  Moorlands  Infants’  Partially  Hearing  Unit  . . . . . . 3 

To  South  Twerton  Partially  Hearing  Unit  . . . . . . . . 4 

To  Kingswood  School,  Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

To  Wansdyke  Day  School  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

To  Riverside  Day  Nursery,  Bath  . . . . . . 1 

To  Non-communicating  Class,  Parkside  School  . . . . . . 6 

To  Other  Bath  Schools  (Infant,  Junior  and  Senior)  . . . . . . 4 


SCHOOL  MEALS  SERVICE 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Delaney,  School  Meals  Organiser,  has  kindly  reported  as 
follows; 

(a)  Meals: 

The  charge  for  school  meals  was  increased  by  3d.  to  l/9d.  per  head  on 
1st  April,  1970.  The  arrangements  for  providing  free  meals,  now  based  on 
a more  favourable  parental  income  scale,  continues. 

There  are  now  thirty-two  schools  in  the  City  having  self-contained 
kitchen/dining  rooms.  Meals  are  sent  from  certain  of  these  schools  to  the 
remaining  nine  school  premises  which  have  dining  facilities  only. 

During  1970  a grand  total  of  1,745,560  meals  were  served,  an  average 
of  9,187  for  each  school  day.  Included  in  these  totals  are  76,112  meals 
(an  average  of  400  meals  daily)  supplied  to  five  non-maintained  schools 
situated  within  the  City  Boundary. 

(b)  MOk: 

Milk  in  one-third  pint  bottles  continues  to  be  taken  by  the  great 
majority  of  primary  school  pupils. 


Table  1 

(a)  Routine  Inspections: 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

;;  ::  ;; 

1,117 

970 

908 

Other  periodic  examinations 

Total: 

2,995 

285 

Grand  Total: 

3,280 
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(b)  Other  Inspections: 


Specials 

, , 

, , 

71 

Re-examinations  . . 

1,292 

Fitness  for  Employment  . . 

Total : 

1,363 

252 

Handicapped  Pupils  prior  to  return  to  schools 

, , 

100 

Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Pupils 

49 

Table  2 

L.E.A.  SPECIALIST  OPHTHALMIC 

Total  number  of  Eye  Clinics  held  at  Bath  Eye  Infirmary 

CLINIC 

69 

Total  attendances 

350 

Total  number  with  refractive  error  (New  Cases) 

115 

Total  number  of  external  and  other  cases  (New  Cases) 

2 

Spectacles  prescribed  for  schoolchildren 

435 

Spectacles  known  to  have  been  provided  by  the  Hospital 

431 

Table  3 

L.E.A./H.M.C.  SPECIALIST  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

1970 

Surgeon’s  Sessions 

28 

After-care  Sessions 

54 

No.  of  new  cases  (excluding  infants)  . . 

39 

No.  of  old  cases  (continuing) 

137 

Total  attendances 

365 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

53 

Discharged  from  Hospital 

51 

Admitted  to  Orthopaedic  Hospital: 

Congenital  deformities 

5 

Fractures  and  Injuries  (except  burns) 

24 

Hip  conditions  . . 

3 

Foot  deformities  (excluding  talipes)  . . 

2 

Osteomyelitis  . . 

3 

Other  conditions 

10 

Spastic  . . 

1 

Postural  condition 

1 

No.  of  cases  Re-admitted 

Total: 

49 

5 

Table  4 

L.E.A.  SPEECH  CLINIC 

Total  attendances 

2,053 

Total  attendances:  Boys 

1,468 

Girls 

585 

Total  individuals:  Boys 

160 

Girls 

67 

Discharged 

73 

New  Cases 

92 

Ceased  attendance 

1 

Seen  at  school 

184 

For  review 

160 

Speech  Therapy  not  necessary 

30 
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Defects; 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Stammer 

35 

7 

42 

Cleft  Palate 

3 

3 

6 

Articulatory  deviation 

63 

37 

100 

Articulatory  deviation  due  to  muscular  inefficiency 

2 

2 

4 

Language  + Articulatory  deviation 

54 

17 

71 

Language  deviation  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Voice  disorder 

2 

1 

3 

160 

67 

227 
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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  1970 


MEDICAL 

Principal  School  Medical  Ojficer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

*R.  M.  Ross,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  and  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health: 

*M.  C.  T.  Wilkes,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.Obst.  R.C.O.G., 
D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officers: 

*Helen  M.  H.  Mack,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

*E.  A.  Lois  Blake,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

*D.  J.  Stewart,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


SPECIAL  DEPARTMENTS 

Child  Guidance: 

Medical  Director:  A.  C.  Fairburn,  M.R.C.P.,  D.C.H.,  D.P.M. 
Consultant  Psychiatrists:  A.  Guirdham,  M.A.,  D.M.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.M. 
K.  Reeves,  M.D.  (Vienna) 

Senior  Educational  Psychologist:  L.  Howitt,  M.A.,  M.Ed.,  A.B.Ps.S. 
(until  31.8.70) 

Assistant  Education  Psychologist:  A.  R.  Powell,  B.A.  Hons.  (Psy- 
chology and  Philosophy) 

Senior  Psychiatric  Social  Workers:  Mrs.  H.  Whittam,  B.A.,  Cert. 
P.S.W. ; Miss  P.  Toyne,  Cert.  P.S.W. ; Mr.  G.  J.  Humphreys, 
Dip.  Soc.  Studies  & Mental  Health. 

Play  Therapist:  Miss  R.  Anderson,  M.A.O.T.,  Cert,  in  Play  Therapy 

Speech  Therapist: 

Miss  S.  A.  Swaffield,  L.C.S.T. 

Dental: 

G.  G.  Davis,  L.D.S.  (Principal  School  Dental  Officer) 

Mr.  G.  Hutton,  L.D.S. 

Nursing  Service: 

*Superintendent  Health  Visitor:  Miss  S.  E.  Jones,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
H.V.  Cert. 

*Health  Visitors/School  Nurses: 

Miss  E.  J.  Osborne,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  Y.  M.  Clarabut,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  (until  1.10.70) 
Mrs.  E.  Longstone,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  H.V.  Tutor  (Cert.) 
Mrs.  M.  j.  Ayling,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  R.  M.  Purnell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  S.  Tredinnick,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  a.  M.  Gallop,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  M.  H.  Orfeur,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  (from  1.9.70) 

Miss  T.  V.  S.  Smith,  S.R.N.,  H.V.  Cert,  (from  9.9.70) 

Mrs.  M.  a.  Wray,  S.R.N.,  H.V.  Cert,  (from  27.9.70) 
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Mrs.  K.  E.  Klemen,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  B.  M.  Fry,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Dennis,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 
Mrs.  P.  a.  M.  Rixon,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  a.  a.  Atkins,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  Y.  F.  Lee,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Queen’s  Nurse 


School  Nurse  (Part-time): 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Milsom,  S.R.N.  (until  14.12.70) 


Dental  Attendants: 
Mrs.  E.  Dauncey 


Mrs.  L.  D.  A.  Mahony 


Clerical  Staff': 

*Senior  Administrative  Officer:  Mr.  C.  J.  Taylor,  D.P.A. 

Senior  Clerk:  Mr.  D.  C.  Clark 

Clerks:  Mrs.  G.  V.  Nuttall 

Mrs.  P.  V.  Kidney 
Miss  T.  Cunningham 
Miss  C.  Smith 

Others  who  have  contributed  to  this  report: 

Miss  J.  Fish,  (University  of  Manchester  Certificate),  Peripatetic 
Teacher  of  the  Deaf 

Mrs.  E.  a.  Delaney,  School  Meals  Organiser 
Mr.  G.  Fear,  Chief  Education  Welfare  Officer. 

* Whole-time  Officers  of  the  City  Council,  but  part-time  only  for  the 

Education  Committee. 


School  Clinics: 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  principal  school  clinics  which 
are  normally  held  as  follows: 


Blue  Coat  House,  Sawclose,  Bath  (Minor  Ailments  Clinic) 

Appointments  as  arranged 
Beechen  Cliff  School,  Beechen  Cliff,  Bath 

9.30-  12.00  3rd  Wednesday 

Hayesfield  School,  Upper  Oldfield  Park,  Bath 

9.30  - 12.00  2nd  Wednesday 

(when  possible) 

Culverhay  School,  Brougham  Hayes,  Bath 

9.30  - 12.00  3rd  Tuesday 

Fosseway  Infants’  School,  Frome  Road,  Odd  Down,  Bath 

9.30  - 12.00  1st  Thursday 

Moorlands  Infants’  School,  Moorfields  Road,  Bath 

9.30  - 12.00  1st  Tuesday 

Beechen  Cliff  School,  Wells  Road,  Bath 

9.30  - 12.00  2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
Southdown  Junior  School,  Mount  Road,  Bath 

9.30  - 12.00  2nd  Tuesday 

Culverhay  School,  Rush  Hill,  Bath 

..  9.30-  12.00  Thursdays  or  Fridays  alter- 

weeks 

Hayesfield  School,  The  Hollow,  Bath 

. . 9.30  - 12.00  1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
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Special  Clinics: 

Dental  Clinic,  Blue  Coat  House,  Sawclose,  Bath 

9.30  - 5.00  Monday  - Friday 

Eye  Infirmary,  Belvedere,  Bath 

2.00  Monday  and  Friday 

(by  appointment) 

Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic,  Blue  Coat  House,  Sawclose,  Bath 
Surgeon  . . . . . . 2nd  and  4th  Monday  afternoons 

(by  appointment) 

Sister  . . . . . . . . Wednesday  morning  or  afternoon 

(by  arrangement) 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Chief  Housing  Inspector 
for  the  year  1970 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  year  under  review,  we  were  especially  concerned  with  exploring 
the  potentialities  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969. 

The  increase  in  the  maximum  improvement  grant  per  dwelling,  the 
extension  of  the  range  of  improvements,  and  the  inclusion  of  a measure 
of  grant  aid  for  necessary  repairs  attracted  many  more  applications,  those 
from  landlords  being  accompanied  by  requests  for  qualification  certificates 
so  that  old  controlled  rents  could  be  converted  to  regulated  Fair  Rents. 

In  Bath  this  work  has  two  principal  applications — to  the  older,  but 
sound  small  terraced  house,  and  to  the  larger  three  storey  with  basement, 
Georgian  type  houses,  most  of  which  are  in  Conservation  Areas  and 
comprise  Bath’s  architectural  heritage.  Many  of  these  last  are  occupied  by 
more  than  one  family  and  need  converting  into  self  contained  flats  or 
maisonettes  with  proper  fire  precautions,  failing  which  they  must  be  dealt 
with  as  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

During  the  year,  therefore,  we  dealt  with  nearly  double  the  number  of 
grants  compared  with  previous  years,  each  more  complex  than  before; 
encouraged  improvements  on  the  East  Twerton  General  Improvement 
Area,  (then  the  largest  General  Improvement  Area  in  the  South  West 
Region);  carried  out  a survey  of  the  even  bigger  proposed  Larkhall 
General  Improvement  Area,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Chief  Fire 
Officer’s  and  Town  Clerk’s  Departments,  began  to  revise  the  policy  to  be 
adopted  to  deal  with  the  2,750  odd  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in  the 
city. 

All  this,  while  maintaining  the  impetus  of  our  Four  Year  Rolling 
Programme  for  clearing  unfit  houses  and  the  work  of  making  fit  or  closing 
basements,  besides  our  various  duties  dealing  with  food  inspection,  food 
hygiene,  working  conditions  in  offices  and  shops,  air  pollution,  noise  and 
nuisances  generally. 

In  this  we  were  handicapped  by  inadequate  clerical  support  but 
encouraged  by  the  interest  aroused  in  conservation  and  pollution  problems 
by  European  Conservation  Year.  Its  lessons  must  not  be  forgotten  if 
humanity  is  to  survive.  Some  of  these  lessons  were  brought  home  to  us 
grimly  by  the  municipal  workers’  strike,  during  which  we  lost  the  services 
of  our  Public  Convenience  Supervisor,  Mr.  Bernard  Lord,  whose  sudden 
death  I record  with  regret. 

To  the  work  of  re-organising  the  overstrained  pest  control  service,  on 
which  I reported  in  April  1970,  was  then  added  that  of  linking  with  it  and 
re-organising  the  public  convenience  section  under  Mr.  R.  E.  Hanham. 
Mr.  V.  C.  Reeves  and  Mr.  O.  Spanswick  were  appointed  Supervisors  on 
pest  control  and  public  conveniences,  respectively,  and  Messrs.  M.  J. 
Brain  and  M.  M.  Williamson  were  recruited  to  the  pest  control  staff. 

In  September,  Peter  Harvey  was  appointed  a pupil  public  health 
inspector. 
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It  is  salutory  to  review  each  year’s  progress  to  apply  its  lessons  for 
the  future.  If  conservation  was  the  theme  of  1970,  its  lesson  was  the  need 
for  co-operation.  In  so  far  as  we  achieved  this,  I have  to  thank  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Family  Services  and  Estates  Committees  and 
all  my  colleagues  in  the  service. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  V.  REDSTON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Chief  Housing  Inspector 
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SECTION  I 


HOUSING 

New  dwellings  completed  by  the  Corporation  . . . . . . 343 

New  dwellings  completed  by  private  enterprise  . . . . . . 122* 
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* 35  of  these  by  Housing  Associations  ■ - --- 


Nationally,  the  over  all  shortage  of  housing  is  being  overcome,  though 
local  demand  still  exceeds  supply.  But,  while  almost  any  house  is  better 
than  none,  its  condition  (and  cost)  vitally  affects  the  quality  of  life. 

Clearance  Areas: 

(a)  Re-housing  proceeded  from  the  St.  John’s  Road,  Bathwick, 
Locksbrook  Road,  Northampton  Buildings  and  High  Street,  Weston, 
Clearance  Areas. 

(b)  In  October  and  November  1970,  the  following  Clearance  Areas 
were  declared  and  Orders  made: 

(i)  The  Church  Road,  Weston,  Clearance  Area  1970,  comprising 
numbers  11  to  23  (consecutive)  Church  Road,  Weston,  12 
dwellings  subject  to  Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

(ii)  The  Prior  Park  Road  Clearance  Area  1970,  comprising  numbers 
2 to  24  Prior  Park  Road  (even  numbers),  and  1 and  2 Prior  Park 
Cottages,  14  dwellings  subject  to  Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

(iii)  The  Whiteway  Road  Clearance  Area  1970,  comprising  numbers 
214  and  216  Whiteway  Road,  two  dwellings  subject  to  Com- 
pulsory Purchase  Order. 

(iv)  The  Wellsway  Clearance  Area  1970,  comprising  numbers  649  to 
667  (odd  numbers),  Wellsway,  ten  dwellings  subject  to  Clearance 
Order. 

(v)  The  Windsor  Terrace,  Bathwick  Hill  Clearance  Area,  1970, 
comprising  numbers  1 to  6 (consecutive)  Windsor  Terrace,  six 
dwellings  subject  to  Clearance  Order. 


In  Clearance  Areas : 

Houses 

demolished 

Displaced 

Persons  Families 

(1 ) Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

— 

34 

19 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange- 
ment, etc. 



. 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 
43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas : 

(4)  As  a result  of  a formal  or  informal  procedure 
under  Housing  Acts  

41 

31 

9 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . 

64 

81 

43 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 
action  has  been  taken  under  local  Acts  . . 



■ 



(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  unfitness  orders  . . 

— 

— 

— 
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A.  Houses  Demolished : 

The  houses  demolished,  to  which  the  above  figures  refer,  were  as 
follows: 

132  Walcot  Street;  115  High  Street,  Twerton;  Edward  Cottage,  Church 
Cottage,  Tyning  Road;  29,  31,  32,  35,  36,  41,  42,  44  Ballance  Street; 
134,  136  Walcot  Street;  27  Grosvenor  Bridge  Road;  3,  4 Trinity  Place; 
Seymore  Cottage,  James  Street  West;  31  Church  Road,  Weston;  44 
Cheltenham  Street;  114,  116  High  Street,  Weston;  6,  7 Alexandra  Road; 
1,  2 River  Place;  135  Calton  Road;  9 Park  Lane;  2,  27,  29  Worcester 
Buildings;  12  Fountain  Buildings;  3,  4,  6 Magdalen  Place;  41  Salisbury 
Road;  18,  19  Caledonian  Road;  Sunnyhill  Gardens,  Kelston  Road; 
Alma  Cottage,  Widcombe. 

The  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  and  demolished 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

1 to  8 Albert  Terrace;  14  to  20  Paradise  Street;  106  to  113,  136 
Calton  Road;  28,  33,  36,  36a,  37  to  40  Balance  Street;  43,  45  Cheltenham 
Street;  22  to  25  The  Close;  24  to  26  Prospect  Buildings,  Twerton;  9 to  12 
Roseberry  Place;  Worcester  Lodge;  Brookleaze  Cottage;  1 Gloucester 
Place;  1 to  6 Princes  Buildings;  28  Worcester  Buildings;  Brick  House, 
Ferndale  Road;  1,  2 Spa  Cottages;  2,  3 Alma  Cottages;  2 to  5,  10  Philip 
Street. 


B. 

(8) 

Unfit  Houses  Closed: 

Under  Section  16(4)  and  17(1)  Housing  Act, 

No.  of 
Houses 

Displaced 

Persons  Families 

(9) 

1957  

Under  Section  17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act, 

35 

24 

11 

(10) 

1957  

Parts  of  building  closed  under  Section  18, 

__ 

— 

Housing  Act,  1957 

18 

9 

5 

The  houses  closed  to  which  the  above  figures  refer,  are  as  follows: 

1 Westmoreland  Road;  11,  12  Lampards  Buildings;  6,  12,  14  Prior 
Park  Road;  68,  94  Rush  Hill;  8 St.  Ann’s  Place;  Laburnum  Cottage; 
1 Byfield  Place;  5 Summerlays  Cottages;  1 Mount  Beacon  Cottages; 
7 Queen’s  Place;  4 Quarry  Vale  Cottages;  3,  5,  9 Little  Stanhope  Street; 
4,  6,  7,  13  Monmouth  Place;  28  Regent  Terrace;  52  Entry  Hill;  Rose 
Cottage,  Kelston  Road;  2 Farleigh  View;  2,  35  New  King  Street;  2,  3 
Summerlays  Place;  4 Isabella  Cottages;  5 Rock  Cottages;  23  Brougham 
Hayes;  11,  11a  Hampton  Row. 

The  houses  containing  the  parts  of  buildings  closed  i.e.  basements, 
etc.  and  to  which  the  above  figures  refer,  are  as  follows: 

38  Park  Street;  1 Cambridge  Place;  7,  9 Chatham  Row;  33  Rivers 
Street,  34  Grosvenor  Place;  27  Brock  Street;  7a  Widcombe  Parade;  6 
Belmont;  17  Lyncombe  Hill;  12  Monmouth  Place;  12  Henrietta  Villas; 
4 Percy  Place;  12  Beaufort  East;  13  Great  Bedford  Street;  10  Prior  Park 
Buildings;  1 Walcot  Parade. 


c. 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit: 

By  Owner 

By  Local 

(11) 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

146 

Authority 

(12) 

After  formal  notice  under: 
ia)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

13) 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

— 
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D.  Other  Houses  in  which  Defects  were  remedied : 

(14)  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  ..  6 

(15)  After  formal  action  under  Section  9(1  a),  Housing 

Act,  1957  — 

(16)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  . . 30 

HOUSING  PROGRESS: 

(a)  Clearance : 

One  hundred  and  five  houses  were  demolished  and  thirty-five  closed 
during  1970,  compared  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  twenty-nine 
in  1969.  Eighteen  basements  were  closed  compared  with  ten  in  1969.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  houses  were  the  subject  of  individual  Orders 
under  the  Housing  Acts  and  a total  of  forty-two  houses  were  included  in 
the  five  Clearance  Areas  listed  above. 

This  was  the  first  year  of  our  first  Four  Year  Rolling  Programme 
approved  in  December  1969.  Each  house  was  reviewed  and  action  deferred 
or  speeded  up  according  to  its  condition.  This  system  involves  an  annual 
review  and  ensures  that,  at  any  time,  we  are  looking  at  least  three  years 
ahead.  Mr.  D.  G.  I.  Smith  is  largely  responsible  for  the  continued  progress 
of  this  work. 

(b)  Maintenance : 

While  there  were  fewer  inspections  under  Housing  Acts,  2068  com- 
pared with  3,227  in  1969,  this  was  because  inspections  concerning  improve- 
ment grants,  loans,  qualification  certificates  and  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  all  of  which  activities  increased  during  the  year,  were  more 
time  consuming  though  very  worthwhile  in  terms  of  improved  housing 
conditions. 


In  the  following  table,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1969 

are  shown 

in  brackets. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  in  connection  with  housing: 

Acquisition  of  dwelling  houses  by  Corporation 

124 

(124) 

Applications  for  Council  Houses 

1264 

(1463) 

Applications  for  Grants  under  Housing  Acts  . . 

859 

(600) 

Applications  for  Loans  under  Housing  Acts  . . 

176 

(123) 

Housing  conditions — Housing  Acts,  1936-69 

2068 

(3227) 

Housing  conditions — Public  Health  Act,  1936 

552 

(738) 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  . . 

182 

(87) 

Permitted  number  of  occupants  in  dwelling  houses 

— 

(3) 

Property  Enquiries:  Information  regarding  Orders,  Notices, 

etc.  in  respect  of  2012  (1861) 

Qualification  Certificates  . . 

30 

Works  carried  out,  etc. : 

Dampness  remedied  . . . . . . 

39 

(66) 

Dustbins  provided  . . 

8 

(2) 

Lighting  and  ventilation  provided 

5 

(2) 

Paving  repaired  . . 

22 

(10) 

Roofs,  gutters,  etc.  repaired  

55 

(62) 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  and  improved 

13 

(16) 

Sinks  renewed 

19 

(20) 

General  repairs 

98 

(114) 
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(c)  Overcrowding : 

Inspections 
New  Cases  found 
Cases  abated 

Cases  still  existing  on  31st  December,  1970 


2 (6) 

24  (15) 

14  (18) 

59  (49) 


Statutory  overcrowding  means  overcrowding  by  the  low  standards 
first  produced  in  the  Housing  Act  1935.  Since  it  generally  occurs  by  natural 
increase,  it  is  not  an  offence,  and  normally  awaits  relief  by  re-housing. 


(d)  Improvement: 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  number  of  applications  for 
what  were  formerly  called  “discretionary”  grants  were  double  those  in 
1969,  (shown  in  brackets),  while  standard  grants,  restricted  to  standard 
amenities,  also  increased. 

The  former  grants  can  cover  up  to  half  the  cost  of  improvements  and 
repairs  of  houses  to  a high  standard,  given  a life  of  some  thirty  years  or 
more,  and  are  thus  very  applicable  to  the  conversion  and  preservation  of 
Georgian  houses. 


Improvement  Grants: 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1969) 


Discretionary 

Standard 

Applications  received  . . 

..  177  (89) 

63  (41) 

Brought  forward  from  1969 

. . — — 

- (1) 

Approved 

..  152  (83) 

53  (39) 

Withdrawn 

..  10  (4) 

7 (3) 

Refused 

6 (2) 

2 (-) 

Carried  over  to  1971  .. 

9 (-) 

- (-) 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  for  the  purpose— 

-859  (600) 

Number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided — 44  (47) 

East  Twerton  General  Improvement  Area  got  off"  to  a 

modest  start 

with  a score  of  applications  for  grant  after  every  owner  and  occupier  had 

been  circularised.  The  clearance  of  Gladstone  Terrace  enabled  the  first 
phase  of  neighbourhood  improvement  to  proceed.  Acquisition  and  re- 
housing from  the  few  other  substandard  houses  in  the  Area  began  and 
progress  was  certainly  much  better  than  that  achieved  in  the  first  year  of 
the  Hungerford  Road  Improvement  Area  pioneered  some  years  ago  when 
only  one  or  two  houses  were  improved.  Once  an  impetus  is  established,  it 
should  be  easier  to  maintain. 

Two  of  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mr.  T.  A.  Hemmings 
whose  district  includes  East  Twerton,  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Hill  who  serves 
Larkhall,  volunteered  to  help  with  the  growing  volume  of  work,  showing 
considerable  aptitude  and  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Hill,  assisted  by  Mr.  H.  Nowell, 
carried  out  a survey  in  preparation  for  the  Larkhall  General  Improvement 
Area. 

The  public  health  inspectors  also  took  part  in  the  survey  of  older 
council  houses  now  being  improved. 

(e)  Advances  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Acts: 

With  the  easing  of  credit  restrictions,  the  Council  were  able  to  continue 
to  make  loans  for  house  purchase,  which  are  conditional  on  a house  being 
“in  all  respects  fit”.  In  the  process  of  helping  applicants  to  purchase  houses, 
we  were  thus  able  to  insist  that  the  houses  were  brought  to  a reasonable 
standard. 
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Applications  for  advances  to  purchase  received  . . 

95 

(28) 

Applications  for  advances  to  repair  or  improve 

10 

(8) 

Applications  withdrawn  or  refused 

2 

(1) 

Loans  granted 

103 

(32) 

Houses  rendered  fit  or  provided  with  standard  amenities 

79 

(50) 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 

. . 176 

(123) 

(f) .  Qualification  Certificates: 

Under  the  Housing  Act  1969,  a landlord  of  a house  with  controlled 
rent  that  is  fit,  in  good  repair,  and  has  all  the  standard  amenities,  can 
apply  for  a Qualification  Certificate  enabling  him  to  have  a Fair  Rent 
fixed  by  the  Rent  Officer.  Alternatively,  he  can  apply  for  a Provisional 
Certificate  stating  what  work  is  necessary  to  bring  the  house  up  to  standard, 
when  a Fair  Rent  can  be  fixed. 

Applications  at  first  were  few  but  are  steadily  growing  in  number. 

In  this  way,  not  only  are  houses  brought  up  to  a good  standard  before 
changing  from  controlled  to  regulated  rents,  but  the  increased  rent 
should  enable  the  landlord  to  maintain  that  good  standard. 

In  June  I was  a member  of  a delegation  from  the  Association  of  Public 
Health  Inspectors  to  discuss  with  the  Francis  Committee  on  Rents  the 
possibility  of  extending  this  procedure,  providing  a fair  way  to  fair  rents. 

(g)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation: 

During  the  year  a reassessment  of  the  problem  of  dealing  with  houses 
in  multiple  occupation  in  Bath  was  carried  out  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  W.  J. 
Pearce,  the  inspector  with  the  largest  number  of  such  premises  in  his 
district,  and  a report  was  made  jointly  by  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  and  myself 
to  the  Public  Safety  and  the  Estates  Committees  on  the  work  involved. 

Our  conclusions  were  that  the  proper  control  of  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  is  a major  problem  in  Bath  since  some  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
city’s  population  live  in  them,  half  of  them  under  sub-standard  conditions. 

With  the  progress  of  stum  clearance  they  now  contain  some  of  the 
worst  housing  conditions  and  considerable  fire  hazards. 

The  gradual  reduction  of  the  over-all  shortage  of  dwellings,  together 
with  the  augmented  powers  available  under  the  Housing  Acts,  now  make 
it  possible  to  meet  this  challenge  more  strongly. 

The  advice  contained  in  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
Circular  No.  16/62  still  applies — 

“Wherever  possible  the  aim  should  be,  by  discussion  with  the  owners, 
to  achieve  in  suitable  houses  a thoroughgoing  conversion  at  standards 
which  will  attract  improvement  grant.  Where  owners  are  willing  to 
carry  out  conversions  on  this  scale,  local  authorities  should  not 
hesitate  to  make  grants  and  to  accept  any  necessary  re-housing  of 
families  who  would  need  alternative  accommodation. 

But  many  of  these  houses  in  which  an  improvement  in  living  con- 
ditions is  necessary  will  not  be  suitable  for  conversion  at  improvement 
grant  standard.  Nor  will  all  owners  be  willing  or  able  to  undertake 
such  extensive  work.  In  this  situation  local  authorities  will  be  able  to 
bring  into  operation  their  new  powers  for  securing  a more  limited 
provision  of  essential  facilities  and,  where  need  be,  better  standards 
of  management”. 

Liaison  with  the  City  Architect  and  Planning  Officer’s  Department 
will  be  important  in  carrying  out  any  such  policy  since  conversion  of  a 
private  house  to  a house  in  multiple  occupation  represents  a “change  of 
use”  and  can  affect  the  size  of  local  populations. 
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Management  Services  are  to  investigate  what  additional  staff  is 
needed  to  carry  out  this  work  effectively.  Meanwhile,  we  are  dealing  with 
some  of  the  worst  cases  and  continuing  to  encourage  the  conversion  of 
such  houses  to  self-contained  dwellings  with  the  aid  of  grants. 


SECTION  II 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


Complaints: 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table 

the  volume  of 

this  work 

generally  continues  to  increase: 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Unsound  food 

54 

64 

70 

80 

Nuisances  and  contraventions  . . 

330 

415 

412 

432 

Noise 

16 

15 

17 

20 

Rodent  infestation 

658 

766 

1054 

1260 

Wasp  nests 

315 

121 

278 

189 

Other  pests 

131 

161 

213 

253 

1504 

1542 

2044 

2234 

Clean  Air: 

We  continued  recording  the  degree  of  pollution  by  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  in  four  areas  of  the  city,  keeping  a watchful  eye  on  all  major  fuel 
burning  appliances  and  ensuring  that,  when  these  are  enlarged,  their 
chimneys  are  high  enough  to  disperse  flue  gases  adequately,  but  shortage 
of  solid  smokeless  fuel  made  the  launching  of  a policy  of  smoke  control 
areas  impracticable. 

Comparison  of  pollution  records  in  Bath  with  those  of  other  large 
urban  areas  where  smoke  control  areas  are  in  progress  shows  that,  while 
many  had  pollution  levels  two  and  three  times  as  high  as  that  here,  those 
levels  have  decreased  rapidly  to  a point  approaching  ours,  while  pollution 
in  Bath  has  hardly  improved  at  all  in  recent  years. 

The  solid  smokeless  fuel  industry  is  now  rapidly  making  good  the 
loss  in  coke  supplies  from  the  gas  industry,  which  has  gained  an  increased 
proportion  of  the  trade  in  both  domestic  and  industrial  fuel.  There  should 
soon  be  no  impediment  to  smoke  control  areas  through  limitations  on 
fuel  supply.  Though  expensive  in  first  cost,  this  would  be  repaid  in  the 
saving  to  the  fabric  and  furnishing  of  our  buildings,  in  cleanliness,  and 
improved  daylight,  sunlight  and  health. 

Meanwhile  all  of  us  fuel  users  should  weigh  carefully  the  considerable 
advantage  of  the  various  smokeless  fuels — solid,  liquid,  gas  and  electric, 
bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  not  just  a question  of  smokelessness,  but  of 
providing  a healthful  and  invigorating  atmosphere  in  our  buildings,  a 
point  often  lost  sight  of. 

I am  indebted  to  the  public  health  inspectors,  especially  Mr.  W.  J. 
Pearce  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Hemmings,  for  the  daily  recording  of  pollution  and 
its  illustration  in  the  accompanying  diagrams. 

Two  of  the  worst  offending  chimneys  in  Bath  belong  to  the  Council 
and  the  Hospital  Board,  respectively.  Improvements  to  both  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 
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Noise: 

Of  the  score  of  noise  complaints  received  during  the  year,  9 concerned 
domestic,  2 commercial  and  9 industrial  premises.  Of  these  only  3 of  the 
domestic,  1 commercial  and  7 industrial  sources  were  considered  a nuisance 
and  these  were  dealt  with  informally. 

A recurring  and  most  intractable  complaint  was  that  due  to  a Youth 
Club  affecting  one  particular  neighbour.  At  an  appeal  against  the  granting 
of  a licence  to  the  Club,  the  magistrates  set  a limit  to  the  noise  from  music 
on  these  premises. 

The  Aqua  Sulis  Incident: 

Thanks  to  good  co-operation  between  Bath  City  Football  Club  and 
the  department,  this  incident,  involving  a long  session  of  pop  music  and 
the  accommodation  of  some  thousands  of  fans,  passed  as  quietly  as  could 
be  expected.  Food  hygiene  and  sanitation  were  well  under  control. 

During  the  year  a new  British  Standard  noise  meter  was  purchased, 
which  has  the  advantage  of  ready  and  accurate  calibration. 

Caravans: 

Early  in  the  year  the  sub-standard  site  at  Stonehouse  Lane  was  finally 
wound  up.  There  remains  the  extensive  Claverton  Down  site  and  three 
individual  sites,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Preparations  continued  for  the  provision  of  a municipal  site  for 
holidaymakers  at  Newbridge,  on  which  there  was  close  collaboration 
between  departments  to  ensure  that  it  should  be  second  to  none. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal : 

The  City  Engineer  reports  that  work  is  continuing  on  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  main  interceptor  sewers  and  sewer  syphons  crossing  under  the 
River  Avon  to  make  good  deficiencies  and  to  provide  additional  capacity 
for  future  increases  in  population  and  water  consumption. 

The  sewerage  schemes  for  dealing  with  the  problems  of  flooding  in 
the  Weston  and  Larkhall  district  have  been  completed. 

Exhumations: 

During  the  year  all  human  remains  in  the  St.  Michael’s  Closed 
Burial  Ground,  Walcot  Street,  were  exhumed  in  accordance  with  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  (Churches,  Places  of  Religious  Worship  and 
Burial  Grounds)  Regulations  1950.  The  public  health  aspects  of  the  work 
were  supervised  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Pendlebury,  involving  him  in  many  weekend 
and  early  morning  visits. 

An  area  of  ground  near  the  river,  in  particular,  was  found  to  be 
virtually  a pit  full  of  bones.  The  total  number  of  remains  recovered  and 
re-interred  was  2,925,  far  more  than  were  expected. 

The  principle  of  recovery  and  re-interment  in  a hygienic,  discreet  and 
reverent  manner  was  carefully  observed. 

Works  Completed,  Nuisances  Abated,  etc. : 


Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Defective  sewers  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Drains  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Drains  unstopped  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

Drains  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II 

Smoke  Nuisances— Industrial  3,  Domestic  1 . . . . . . . . 4 

Other  drainage  works  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
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Inspections  and  Re-inspections  were  carried  out  re : 


Accumulations  of  offensive  materials  and  other  nuisances  . . . . 467 

Animal  boarding  establishments  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Atmospheric  pollution  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  103 

Atmospheric  pollution  recording  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1130 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Consumer  Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Controlled  Tipping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Drainage  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 463 

Drain  Testing  (Smoke  28,  Colour  18)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  46 

Exhumation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204 

Fireguards  and  Heating  Appliances  . . . . . . . . — 

Flooding  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Health  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

Immigrants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Infectious  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Noise  Complaints  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  162 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Pest  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

Pet  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Provision  of  dustbins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  164 

Refuse  collection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Rivers,  Canal,  Brooks,  pollution  of  . . . . . . . . 6 

Rodent  Control  (including  4579  by  Rodent  Operators)  . . . . 4716 

Schools,  Cinemas,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Swimming  Baths  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Caravan  sites  . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Verminous  persons  and  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Water  Supplies  . . . . . . . . . . 5 


SECTION  m 

INSPECTION  AND  SAMPLING  OF  FOOD 
(A)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  Premises : 

I.  The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 


Drugs  Act,  1955,  is: 

Newly  Discon-  Total  now 
Registered  tinned  Registered 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  1 2 52 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  — — 3 

Storage  of  ice-cream  intended  for  sale  . . — — 3 

Sale  of  ice-cream  . . . . . . 3 13  394 


2.  The  numbers  and  categories  of  premises  in  the  City  subject  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  are: 


No.  of 
premises 

No.  com- 
plying with 
Reg.  16 

No.  to 
which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  com- 
plying with 
Reg.  19 

Grocers  and  Provisions 

139 

139 

130 

130 

Greengrocers 

59 

59 

46 

46 

Fish  Friers’  premises 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

83 

83 

83 

83 

Fishmongers  . . 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Butchers 

65 

65 

65 

65 

Bakers 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Licensed  Premises  . . 

115 

115 

115 

115 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses 

45 

45 

45 

45 

Confectioners 

75 

75 

39 

39 

631 

631 

573 

573 
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3.  Inspections: 


Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Butchers’  shops  . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Canteen  and  Kitchens  (including  cafes,  hotels  and  restaurants)  . . 206 

Cattle  Market  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Chemists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Dairies,  Pasteurising  Plant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Examination  of  foodstuffs  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  172 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Food  poisoning  investigations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

Food  complaint  investigations  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  182 

Food  Sampling: 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  samples  . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 

Ice-cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

Milk  for  bacteriological  examinations  . . . . . . . . 274 

Milk  for  biological  examination  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Food  for  bacteriological  examination  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Food  vehicles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Fried  Fish  shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Fimiterers  and  Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  . . . . . . . . . . 145 

Ice-cream  vendors’  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Licensed  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Meat  and  Food  Depots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 

Milk  distribution  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Other  food  premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1064 

Water  sampling  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  162 
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(B) 

1.  Food  Hygiene  and  Food  Poisoning : 

The  few  food  poisoning  cases  investigated  for  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  were  apparently  unrelated  cases  and  there  were  no  major  outbreaks. 

One  retailer  was  prosecuted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls 
and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966,  for  lack  of  cleanliness  and  in- 
adequate washing  facilities  on  an  ice  cream  van. 

Recurring  factors  in  the  sale  of  stale  and  mouldy  food  were  (a)  manu- 
facture at  the  weekend  with  resulting  delayed  distribution  to  retailers  at  the 
slowest  selling  part  of  the  week  and  (6)  merchandising,  i.e.  the  arrangement 
under  which  the  checking  and  maintenance  of  stock  in  shops  is  left  to  the 
manufacturer’s  van-salesman.  In  subsequent  discussion  between  repre- 
sentatives of  the  food  trades  and  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  in  which  I took  part,  manufacturers  stated  that  they  would 
accept  responsibility  for  offences  occurring  where  merchandising  was 
practised. 

2.  Food  Complaints: 

These  again  increased  from  70  to  80.  Each  case  was  thoroughly 
investigated.  In  several  cases  complainant  asked  us  not  to  prosecute,  being 
satisfied  that  our  action  was  sufficient.  9 cases  were  reported  to  committee. 
23  of  the  complaints  were  due  to  foreign  bodies  and  19  to  stale  and  mouldy 
food. 

There  were  12  complaints  of  a general  nature  and  26  complaints  con- 
cerning food  alleged  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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Retailers  are  responsible  for  the  food  they  sell  and  should  take  greater 
care  that  perishable  commodities  are  fresh  by  good  storage,  temperature 
control  and  stock  rotation. 


3.  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling: 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  comprising: 

Informal  routine  samples  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  . . . . 139 

Formal  samples  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  . . . . . . 1 

Water  for  chemical  examination  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Miscellaneous  investigations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

165 

The  nature  of  the  formal  and  informal  samples  taken  for  analysis 
were  as  follows: 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Informal 

Milk 



45 

Cream 



6 

Ice-cream 

— 

4 

Meat,  meat  products 

— 

20 

Sausages 

— 

15 

Fish,  canned  . . 



13 

Fruit,  canned 

— 

3 

Fruit  drinks  . . 

1 

10 

Medicines 

— 

5 

Sweets,  confectionery 

— 

6 

Jam,  preserves 

— 

3 

Cooking  fats 

— 

3 

Miscellaneous  groceries 

— 

6 

Totals: 

1 

139 

The  average  fat  and  non-fatty  solids  content  of  Channel  Island  Milk 
samples  was  4-67  and  9- 14  per  cent  respectively.  (The  legal  minimum  fat 
content  is  4-00  per  cent.)  These  are  fractionally  lower  than  those  of  the 
previous  year  but  are  very  satisfactory.  The  corresponding  averages  for 
other  milk  samples  were  3-67  and  8-63  per  cent  respectively.  (Presumptive 
standards  3-00  per  cent  fat  and  8-50  per  cent  non-fatty  solids.)  Here  again 
we  find  a fractional  reduction  in  the  figures  but  both  sets  of  figures  are 
very  satisfactory.  All  samples  of  untreated  milks  were  also  examined  for 
the  presence  of  antibiotics  and  all  such  samples  were  negative.  A number  of 
samples  of  sausages  and  sausage  meats  was  taken,  most  of  the  producers 
being  local  butchers.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  meat  content  in  all 
cases  was  satisfactory,  as  also  was  the  percentage  of  fat. 

During  December  of  1970,  a number  of  samples  of  tuna  fish,  shrimps, 
prawns,  salmon  and  crab  meat  was  obtained.  The  level  of  mercury  in  the 
flesh  varied  as  between  0-01  and  0-40  parts  per  million.  The  highest  level 
(0-40  parts  per  million)  was  in  a tin  of  foreign  tuna  fish  but  in  all  cases  the 
percentage  of  mercury  is  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

All  samples  were  also  examined  for  radioactivity,  the  levels  of  which 
were  satisfactory. 
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Mr.  R.  J.  Pendlebury  carried  out  the  sampling  programme  and  I am 
indebted  to  him  for  these  observations.  In  this  as  with  other  matters  on 
which  they  were  consulted.  Dr.  James  and  his  Public  Analyst  staff  were 
most  helpful. 

(C) 

1.  Meat  Inspection: 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  two  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  city  again  increased,  the  total  being  15,322  compared 
with  14,220  in  1969. 

The  storage  accommodation  at  Cheltenham  Street  slaughterhouse  was 
extended  to  cope  with  the  increased  throughput,  providing  an  additional 
hanging  room  and  cold  store.  Equipment  for  cleaning  down  walls,  etc.  by  a 
hot  water  jet  was  introduced. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  was  somewhat  less 
than  in  1969  at  9 tons  and  the  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis  continued  to 
decrease  from  0-41  % in  1968,  0-28%  in  1969  and  0-23%  in  1970. 


Type  of 
Animal 

Location  of  Cysts 

Viable 

Caseous 

Heart 

Masseter 

Muscle 

Diaphragm 

Cows 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heifers 

1 

4 

— 

4 

1 

Steers 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

Total: 

1 

7 

— 

6 

2 

2.  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders: 

Administration  proceeded  without  incident,  apart  from  special 
precautions  taken  at  the  Christmas  poultry  sale  at  the  market. 

3.  Poultry  Inspections: 

There  are  no  poultry  slaughterhouses  in  Bath. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excldg. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

3251 

215 

286 

5509 

6061 

15322 

Number  inspected 

3251 

215 

286 

5509 

6061 

15322 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  . . 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

. 

1 

4 

4 

4 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

1 100 

148 

5 

736 

1528 

3517 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  . . 

33-8 

69-3 

31 

13-4 

25-3 

23  0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

1 





- - 

12 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

003 





- 

0-2 

009 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

8 

8 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  . . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  examine  meat  . . . . . . . . 1064 

Weight  of  meat  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 tons,  0 cwts.,  0 qrs.,  H lbs. 
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CONDITIONS  RENDERING  CARCASE  MEAT  AND  ORGANS 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Cattle 

lbs. 

Cows 

lbs. 

Calves 

lbs. 

Sheep 

lbs. 

Pigs 

lbs. 

Abscessed 

2903^ 

(246) 

124 

(9) 

13 

(2) 

39 

(11) 

307 

(17) 

Cirrhosis 

137 

(20) 

20 

(2) 

— 

25 

(7) 

84 

(26) 

C.  Bovis 

159 

(8) 

— 

— 

Parasitical 

7128 

(766) 

1216 

(95) 

— 

nm 

(678) 

2101 

(904) 

Pneumonia 

23 

(5) 

— 

6 

(1) 

87 

(5) 

487 

(358) 

Pyrexia  . . 

— 

89 

(3) 

101 

(2) 

66 

(1) 

Telangiectasis  . . 

118 

(11) 

253 

(18) 

— 

Tuberculosis 

10 

(1) 

— 

— 

115 

(12) 

Peritonitis 

93 

(15) 

6 

(1) 

25 

(1) 

6 

(3) 

U5i 

(30) 

Misc.  other 

conditions 

785 

(74) 

1021 

(30) 

230 

(8) 

186i 

(57) 

888i 

(357) 

11356KU46) 

2640 

(155) 

363 

(15) 

1638 

(763) 

4164 

(1705) 

Total;  9 tons,  0 cwts.,  lbs. 

(Figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  animals  affected) 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

Foodstuffs  condemned  or  surrendered  on  food  premises  other  than  slaughter- 
houses: 


In  tins,  packets,  etc. 

Tons 

cwts. 

5 

qrs. 

1 

lbs. 

22 

Meat  

> • < « 

11 

2 

21 

Other  foodstuffs 

2 

9 

0 

10 

3 

6 

0 

25 

(D)  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Registration: 

Registered  Dairies:  7 Registered  Distributors:  73 
6 Licences  were  granted  as  follows : 

“Pasteurised”  and  “Sterilised” 

“Pasteurised” 

“Untreated”  “Pasteurised” 

“Ultra  Heat  Treated” 

6 


1 

2 

1 

2 


(E)  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SAMPLING 

The  City  Waterworks  Engineer  reports  that  the  water  supply  con- 
tinued to  be  satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and  quality  during  the  year.  The 
average  consumption  for  the  year  was  the  same  as  in  1969. 

The  estimated  population  supplied  during  this  period  was  101,000. 
There  are  no  standpipe  supplies. 
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A test  for  fluoride  content  was  carried  out  on  26.1.71,  the  results  of 
which,  expressed  in  parts  per  million  were: 


Batheaston 

Langridge 

Midford 

Monkswood 

Tucking  Mill 

Weston 

Newton  Meadows 


005 
003 
003 
0 03 

006 
008 
0-20 


705  bacteriological  tests  were  carried  out,  68  on  raw  water  and  637  on 
treated  water  going  into  supply.  Forty-seven  treated  samples  proved 
unsatisfactory  but  re-sampling  showed  satisfactory  results  in  each  case.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  241  tests  were  carried  out  on  water  taken  from  the 
distribution  system.  These  samples  reached  the  standards  recommended  in 
“The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies”,  Government  report 
on  Public  Health  and  Medical  Subjects  No.  71. 

Eighty-seven  chemical  analyses  of  raw  water  were  carried  out,  of 
which  one  for  each  supply,  dated  22.12.70,  are  given  as  typical: 

ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  ON  22nd  DEC.,  1970 


Chemical 

Bath- 

easton 

Lang- 

ridge 

Mid- 

ford 

Monks- 

wood 

Tucking 

Mill 

Weston 

English- 

combe 

(Results  express- 
ed in  part  per 
million) 

Appearance 

clear 

clear 

clear 

clear 

clear 

clear 

clear 

Taste  and  Odour 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

Colour  . . 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

normal 

pH  Value 

7-5 

7-5 

7-4 

7-8 

7-5 

7-4 

7-6 

Free  Chlorine  . . 

0-3 

0-5 

0-3 

0-4 

0-3 

0-2 

— 

Total  Solid 

Residue 

375 

350 

390 

355 

470 

365 

345 

Suspended 

Matter 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chlorine  as 

chloride 

15 

11 

19 

14 

23 

15 

23 

Ammoniacal 

Nitrogen 

Less  than 
001 

Less  than 
001 

005 

Less  than 
001 

Less  than 
001 

Less  than 
001 

013 

Albuminoid 

Nitrogen 

002 

001 

002 

0 04 

Less  than 
001 

001 

Less  than 
0 07 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

4-2 

31 

2-6 

4-1 

3-2 

2-4 

21 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Less  than 

Less  than 

Less  than 

Less  than 

Less  than 

Less  than 

Less  than 

001 

001 

001 

001 

001 

0-01 

001 

Total  Alkalinity 

240 

230 

260 

240 

250 

270 

180 

Hardness: 

Temporary  . . 

240 

230 

260 

240 

250 

270 

180 

Permanent  . . 

85 

90 

100 

75 

120 

85 

75 

Total  . . 

325 

320 

360 

315 

370 

355 

255 

Magnesium  . . 

25 

20 

35 

30 

20 

40 

40 

Calcium 

300 

300 

325 

285 

350 

315 

215 

Copper 

008 

008 

008 

008 

008 

0 08 

008 

Oxygen  absorp- 
tion from  Per- 
manganate 

solution  in  4 
hrs.  at  27°C  . . 

0-25 

005 

Less  than 
001 

0-20 

001 

015 

0 08 

Fluoride 

“ 

■ 
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An  average  of  6 tests  for  copper,  lead  and  zinc  are  now  made  on 
distribution  samples  each  month.  All  samples  have  been  satisfactory 
according  to  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  World  Health  Organisation. 

Tests  carried  out  have  confirmed  that  the  water  supplied  to  the  City 
does  not  have  plumbo  solvent  action. 

Samples  taken  by  Mr.  Pendlebury  for  the  department  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  Public  Analyst  were  as  follows: 


Source  of  Supply 
Mineral  Springs 
Other  Springs 
City  Mains 
Swimming  Baths 
Miscellaneous 


Number  Number 
obtained  unsatisfactory 


46 

0 

4 

0 

22 

0 

74 

24 

4 

3 

150 

27 

All  samples  except  two,  taken  from  the  covered  swimming  baths  and 
the  uncovered  Cross  Bath  were  satisfactory.  These  results  are  excellent 
and  again  provide  sustained  factual  proof  that  the  baths  are  well  managed. 
Problems  continued  during  peak  hours  of  demand  at  the  Cleveland  open 
air  swimming  baths.  Nineteen  of  the  samples  taken  were  unsatisfactory, 
mostly  from  the  children’s  pool.  More  frequent  emptying  and  stricter 
control  should  improve  the  situation  considerably  in  a bath  which  is  very 
popular  but  which  presents  greater  problems  of  control.  All  samples  taken 
of  City  mains  supply  were  satisfactory.  Samples  were  taken  regularly  of  the 
thermo-mineral  springs  at  Stall  Street,  Pump  Room,  Physical  Treatment 
Centre  and  the  Old  Royal  Spring.  Every  sample  was  satisfactory. 


(F)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 


Five  hundred  and  eighty-two  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Royal  United  Hospital  North,  Bath.  They  comprised : 


Milk  

Milk  (for  biological  examination) 
Ice-cream  . . 

Water 

Miscellaneous 


279 

73 

55 

145 

30 


582 


Examination  of  designated  milk : 


Samples 

obtained 

Untreated 

54 

Untreated  (Channnel  Is.) 

10 

Pasteurised 

124 

Pasteurised  (Channel  Is.) 

78 

Sterilised 

8 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

5 

Failed 

Failed 

Failed 

Meth. 

Phospha- 

Turbity 

Void 

3lue  Test 

tase  Test 

Test 

18 

* 

* 



2 

♦ 

— 

7 

— 



3 

2 

♦ 

— 

* 

* 

- - 

- 

♦ 

♦ 



279  30  2 

* Tests  not  applicable 
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The  result  of  the  milk  samples  were  generally  very  satisfactory  as 
regards  heat  treated  milks.  Samples  of  untreated  milks  were  not  so  good 
and  a number  of  failures  on  Methylene  Blue  (keeping  quality  test)  were 
again  recorded.  However,  the  number  of  failures  was  less  than  in  1969. 


Examination  of  Ice  Cream: 

Of  55  samples  of  ice  cream,  48  were  satisfactory  as  shown  by  the 
following  results  of  examination : 


Most  of  the  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  from  larger  containers 
at  restaurants,  hotels  and  cafes  and  were  generally  very  satisfactory. 

I am  most  grateful  to  Dr.  P.  Mann,  Director  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  and  the  staff  at  the  laboratory,  for  their  ready  co- 
operation and  advice.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Pendlebury  who 
carried  out  most  of  the  field  work. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection: 

Visits  of  enquiry  in  connection  with  infectious  and  other  diseases 
numbered  269  and  disinfection  was  carried  out  in  24  cases,  viz: 


Provisional  Grade  3 
Provisional  Grade  4 


Provisional  Grade  1 
Provisional  Grade  2 


SECTION  IV 


Scabies 
Tuberculosis 
Other  diseases,  etc. 


12 

7 

5 


24 


SECTION  V 


FACTORIES,  SHOPS,  OFFICES,  ETC 
Factories  Act,  1937  to  1961  (Part  I): 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Number  on 
Register 


Number  of  Written 
Inspections  Notices 


Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  114 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  . . 373 

Other  Premises  1 


52 

4 


488 


56 


3 
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Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature  . . 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences; 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences 

Outworkers: 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  3 outworkers,  all  concerned 
with  wearing  apparel.  The  premises  in  which  the  work  was  carried  on  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Shops  Act,  1950: 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 
Contraventions  dealt  with: 

Forms  and  Notices 
Hours  of  closing 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963: 

Registration  (See  Table  A). 

Total  registered  premises  increased  from  1,128  to  1,155,  and  the 
number  recorded  as  employed  in  them  from  10,028  to  10,907,  the  increases 
being  partly  due  to  registration  of  Post  Office  premises  since  they  are  no 
longer  government  offices.  The  average  number  employed  in  offices  con- 
tinued to  increase,  being  now  15. 

All  registered  premises  having  now  been  inspected,  routine  visits  were 
carried  out  according  to  need.  The  incidence  of  contraventions  was  con- 
sequently much  lower  per  inspection  than  previously.  Particulars  of 
contraventions  are  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

The  number  of  reported  accidents  involving  absence  from  work  of 
over  three  days  again  decreased,  from  37  in  1969  to  33  in  1970.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  indicates  greater  attention  to  accident  prevention. 

Six  reports  on  defects  in  hoists  and  lifts  were  received  from  insurance 
companies  in  accordance  with  the  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations  1968,  and 
the  repairs  necessary  were  carried  out. 


Table  ‘A’  Registration  and  General  Inspection : 


(1) 

Class  of  Premises 

(2) 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  year 

(T) 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(4) 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  

26 

340 

42 

Retail  shops 

17 

675 

62 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

42 

7 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

7 

96 

23 

Fuel  storage  depots  . . 

— 

2 

— 

Total  . . 

51 

1155 

134 

72 

I 


Defects  Defects  referred 

Found  Remedied  to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Insp.  Insp. 

2 2 — — 


1 1 


_ _ _ 1 
3 3—1 

1 1 — — 
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Table  ‘B’ 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  . . . . 298 

Table  ‘C’  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Work- 
place : 


(1) 

Class  of  Workplace 

(2) 

Number  of  persons 
employed 

Offices 

5105 

Retail  shops 

4136 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . . 

531 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . 

993 

Canteens  . . 

129 

Fuel  storage  depots 

13 

Total 

10907 

Total  Males 

4733 

Total  Females 

6174 

ANALYSIS  OF  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 

Table  ‘D’ 


Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Warehouses 

Catering 
establishments 
open  to  public, 
canteens 

Fuel 

Storage 

Depots 

Machinery 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Transport  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Falls  of  persons  . . 

1 

6 

— 

1 

1 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or  person 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Handling  of  goods 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Struck  by  falling  object  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fires  and  explosions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electricity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Not  otherwise  specified  . . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Table  ‘E’ 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness  . . . . 24 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  — 

5 

Overcrowding  . . . . 1 

15 

Eating  facilities  . . . . 1 

6 

Temperature  . . . . 24 

16 

Floors,  passage  and  stairs  37 

7 

Ventilation  . . . . 7 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 
machinery  . . . . — 

8 

Lighting  . . . . . . 6 

18 

Protection  of  young  per- 
sons from  dangerous 
machinery  . . . . 1 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences  ..  12 

19 

Training  of  young  per- 
sons working  at  dang- 
erous machinery  . . — 

10 

Washing  facilities  . . 45 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work  — 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water  — 

24 

First  aid — General  pro- 
visions ..  ..  ..  17 

12 

Clothing  accommodation  2 

49 

Notification  of  persons 
employed  . . . . 13 

13 

Sitting  facilities  . . . . 3 

50 

Information  for  employees  26 

Lifts  and  hoists  . . . . 8 

Accidents 4 

Total  231 

Bakehouses: 

There  were  thirteen  bakehouses  in  use  (including  one  basement 
bakehouse)  to  which  a total  of  38  visits  were  made. 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 : 

Three  premises  are  registered  as  required  by  the  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 : 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  6 pet  shops  to  which  10  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  from  time  to  time.  No  contraventions  were  found. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963: 

7 visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  two  premises  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act. 


SECTION  VI 

RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

Complaints  concerning  rats  and  mice  again  increased,  the  totals  being 
1,110  in  1969  and  1,260  in  1970.  The  greater  part  of  the  increase  was  in 
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respect  of  mice,  for  which  the  total  premises  found  infested  increased  from 
449  in  1969  to  585  in  1970. 

In  January  I attended  a conference  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
largely  devoted  to  the  national  problems  which  these  figures  reflect,  and 
in  April,  presented  a report  to  Family  Services  Committee  with  a request 
that  Management  Services  review  staffing  of  the  section.  This  last  was 
largely  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
R.  E.  Hanham  as  co-ordinator  of  pest  control  and  public  convenience 
maintenance,  with  Messrs.  Reeves  and  Spanswick  as  supervisors. 

As  staff  became  available,  greater  attention  has  been  paid  to  investi- 
gating the  full  extent  of  each  infestation  to  ensure  that  it  was  not  being 
dealt  with  in  one  premises,  while  a reservoir  of  rats  or  mice  continued 
near  by.  Where  warfarin  resistance  was  suspected  in  mice,  alternative 
poisons,  and  occasionally  traps,  were  used.  It  is  hoped  to  reduce  the 
problem  by  greater  attention  to  persistent  trouble  spots  using  permanent 
baiting  points. 

Every  infestation  must  be  regarded  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  a break- 
down in  local  sanitary  control  affording  food  and  harbourage  for  the 
pests.  The  public  have  a vital  part  to  play  in  keeping  their  premises,  and 
the  city  generally,  clean  and  tidy.  In  particular,  there  are  too  many  premises 
with  inadequate  dustbins. 

There  was  some  culling  of  pigeons  in  the  city  centre,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  devote  enough  time  to  this  problem. 

The  following  table  shows  the  wide  range  of  other  infestations  dealt 
with. 


Ants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Bees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Beetles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Bugs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Cockroaches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Earwigs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Fleas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Flies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Insects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Lice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Crickets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Wasps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 

Silverfish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Flour  moth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Maggots  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Adders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


442 
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RODENT  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


TYPE  OF  BUSINESS 

Business 

Dwelling 

Houses 

L.A. 

Others 

Total 

No.  of  first  complaints  received : 

Rats 

3 Ag  116 

444 

14 

11 

3 Ag  651 

Mice 

152 

423 

13 

11 

599 

Rats  and  Mice 

7 

3 

— 

— 

10 

Total 

3 Ag  275 

870 

27 

88 

3Ag  1260 

No.  of  Premises  found  to  be  infested : 

On  notification  by  Occupier: 

Rats  . . 

3 Ag  80 

249 

9 

32 

3 Ag  370 

Mice 

145 

412 

13 

11 

581 

Rats  and  Mice  . . 
By  inspection: 

6 

3 

— 

— 

9 

Rats 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Mice 

4 

— 



— 

4 

Rats  and  Mice  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

3 Ag  237 

665 

22 

44 

3 Ag  968 

No.  of  properties  treated  by  Corpora- 

tion 

225 

661 

22 

43 

951 

No.  of  properties  treated  by  Occupier 

lOMM 

4MM 

— 

— 

14MM 

2RN 

2RN 

No.  of  first  inspections 

No.  of  re-inspections,  visits  for  treat- 

328 

879 

47 

90 

1344 

ment,  etc 

4Ag  1056 

1797 

204 

185 

4Ag  3242 

Total  visits 

4Ag  1384 

2676 

251 

275 

4Ag  4586 

No.  of  baits  laid : 

Prebait  

Sausage/Rusk 

— 

— 



187 

Breao/Rusk 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Oatmeal 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Wholemeal 

— 



— 

8 

Poison  baits — Warfarin 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6856 

Arsenious  Oxide  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Zinc  Phosphide  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

Other  (specify) 

Alpha 

Chloralose 

— 

— 

— 

1485 

No.  of  “block”  control  schemes 

carried  out  . . 

— 

— 

— 



Nil 

No.  of  serious  infestations  by  M.M. 









Nil 

No.  of  major  infestations  by  R.N.  . . 

1 



— — 



1 

MM=Mice  RN=Rats 

These  figures  are  included  in  the  number  of  infested  premises  above. 


No.  of  re-inspections 

155 

16 

31 

1 

203 

No.  of  re-infestations 

24MM 

19RN 

IIMM 

4MM 

3RN 

— 

39MM 

22RN 

No.  of  test  baitings  . . 

47 

119 

6 

22 

194 

Note:  Agriculture  figures,  although  marked  separately  are  included  in  the  business  figures. 
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SECTION  VII 


Public  Conveniences: 

A new  public  convenience  was  completed  in  Bradford  Road,  Combe 
Down,  and  plans  were  prepared  for  a convenience  in  Dominion  Road, 
West  Twerton  and  a large  convenience  with  facilities  for  handicapped 
persons  on  the  Seven  Dials  site  to  replace  those  in  the  Sawclose. 

Further  efforts  were  made  to  keep  the  water  out  of  Terrace  Walk 
convenience  but  these  were  only  partially  successful.  The  structure  and 
tanking  are  suffering  from  the  considerable  traffic  vibration  there  and, 
since  this  would  be  very  difficult  to  remedy,  it  is  planned  to  replace  these 
premises  eventually. 

The  convenience  at  Bear  Flat  was  renovated  and  that  at  Hedgemead 
closed,  being  little  used. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  few  remaining  coin  locks  were  being 
removed,  as  the  Council  felt  that  the  cost  of  conversion  to  decimilisation 
was  such  that  it  was  better  to  free  them  all. 

Water  Consumption: 

Total  quantity  used — 1969  - 3,351,000  gallons 
1970  - 3,280,000  gallons 

Baths,  Washes  and  use  of  Cloakrooms  (Terrace  Walk) : 

Men  Women 


1969 

1970 

1969 

1970 

Baths 

5,207 

3,903 

1,196 

1,008 

Washes 

9,277 

7,580 

1,169 

584 

Cloakrooms 

1,798 

1,280 

616 

587 

SECTION  vm 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Section  I - Housing: 


Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  9 

(Repairs) 

. . — 

„ 16 

(Demolition  or  Closure) 

..  54 

„ 17 

(Closing  or  Demolition  Order)  . . 

..  58 

„ 18 

(Closure  of  part  of  building) 

..  48 

„ 22 

(Notice  to  occupier  to  quit) 

..  3 

„ 27 

(Order  determining  Closing  Order 

in 

respect  of  part  of  Building)  . . 

..  10 

„ 28 

(Substitution  of  Demolition  Order 

for 

Closing  Order) 

..  4 

„ 170 

(Ownership,  etc.)  . . 

..  56 

Housing  Act,  1961 — Section  15 

(Repairs  and  improvements — Houses 

in 

Multiple  Occupation)  . . 

. . — 

Housing  Act,  1969 — Section  44/45 

(Qualification  Certificates) 

..  32 

Section  II  - Sanitation: 

Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section 

93  (Nuisances,  etc.)  58 

1 

39  — 

4 

>9 

45  — 

1 

99 

ni  — 

9 

99 

287  — 

1 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 — 'Section 

17  — 

12 

99 

34  — 

— 

99 

18  — 

6 
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PROSECUTIONS  1970 


There  were  four  prosecutions: 

1.  Sale  of  a mouldy  ginger  cake,  contrary  to  Section  2 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955 — fine  £30. 

2.  Unclean  and  inadequate  washing  facilities  on  an  ice-cream  van, 
contrary  to  Regulations  15,  16  and  18  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets, 
Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 — a total  fine  of  £60 
with  £10  costs. 

3.  Sale  of  decomposing  maggoty  bacon,  being  unfit  food  contrary  to 
Section  8 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 — fine  £40  with  £15-95  costs. 

4.  Sale  of  sausages  in  moulded  and  sour  condition,  contrary  to  Section 
2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 — fine  £30  and  £10  -50  costs. 


NEW  LEGISLATION 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  were  revised  to  include 
requirements  for  keeping  unfit  food  and  animal  feed  separate  from  food  for 
human  consumption  and  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  regulations  to  raw 
food  and  certain  food  on  farm  premises. 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Regulations  1970,  replace  all  previous  regula- 
tions with  a comprehensive  code  governing  the  advertisement  and  labelling 
of  food  with  particular  reference  to  claims  made  on  their  behalf. 

The  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations  1970;  The 
Soft  Drink  (Amendment)  Regulations  1970,  and  the  Preservative  in  Food 
(Amendment)  Regulations  1970,  each  make  minor  amendments  to  the  law. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION,  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  AND  RESEARCH 

The  department’s  display  on  clean  air  at  a very  successful  exhibition 
on  European  Conservation  Year  at  Bath  Reference  Library  attracted 
much  attention.  Messrs.  Hemmings,  Hill  and  Pearce  have  a flair  for  this 
work. 

European  Conservation  Year  was  the  main  object  on  which  talks 
were  requested  and  given.  Mr.  Pendlebury  and  Mr.  Hanham  continued  to 
be  in  demand  to  talk  to  schools  on  food  hygiene  and  pests,  respectively. 

At  the  receiving  end,  a number  of  inspectors  attended  an  intensive 
week-end  course  on  Metrication  at  Bath  University  and  I attended  a series 
of  weekend  courses  on  various  aspects  of  Pollution  at  Bristol  University. 

In  July,  Mr.  K.  Fowkes  of  the  Department  for  the  Environment;  The 
City  Architect  and  Planning  Officer;  my  deputy  and  I,  presented  a 
Symposium  on  the  operation  of  the  Housing  Act  1969,  at  a well  attended 
meeting  called  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  the  Guild- 
hall, Bath. 
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